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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
7TH GRADE 
2010-2011 

 
TEACHER:  Mr. Mauricio Martinez Martinez 
GUIDE: 10                                           From April 21st to May 16th   (10 hours) 
UNIT: 4 
TOPIC: OPENING DOORS 
SUBTOPICS: 

a. Reading selection: “Annie” by Joseph P. Lash. 
b. Literary genre: biography. 
c. Reading skills: fact and opinion and drawing conclusions. 
d. Literary devices: biography 
e. Writer´s workshop: write an essay in which you interpret the meaning of blindness. 
f. On the Internet: Social studies: research what is being done to help people with 

disabilities. What devices for people with limited sight, hearing, or mobility are available 
or under development? Present a photo essay of devices that meet the ADA 
requirements. 

g. Words to Own 
 
 
PERFORMANCES 
 

 Identifies the characteristics of Biography 

 Differentiates the features from Fact and opinion in different texts 

 Uses divergent thinking to draw conclusions in stories 

 Analyzes and synthesizes interpretive essays 

 Codes and decodes Words to Own  

 Analyzes and synthesizes the story “Annie” 

 Uses divergent thinking in expressing ideas through an interpretive 
essay and research projects 

 
MENTAL OPERATIONS 
 

MENTAL OPERATION DEFINITION 

Identifying Gathering the general characteristics of an object in 
order to express them in a word which defines them. 

Differentiating  Recognition of objects by their essential characteristics. 

Divergent thinking Adopting a new position changing a point of view, 
through creativity and imagination. 

Analyzing and  
synthesizing  

Breaking down into parts and forms describing what is 
really relevant. 
Combining elements by selecting and abbreviating. 

Coding 
Decoding 

Expressing ideas or concepts through different kinds of 
codes. 
Interpreting different types of codes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 25th, 2010 
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CONTENT FRAMEWORK 
 
The following subtopics can be found on Elements of Literature, Third Course 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, a Harcourt company  
 

 Elements of Literature: Biography pp710 

 Fact and Opinion pp 710-715 

 Drawing conclusions pp12 

 Interpretive essay p716 

 Words to own pp710 -715 

  “ANNIE” by Joseph P. Lash. Pp 710-714 

 Creative Writing: Write an interpretive essay. p 716 
 
NEW VOCABULARY 
Complete the vocabulary in the notebook. Look up the meaning according to the topic 
context by using the dictionary. 
 

1. among 2. brawler 3. dabbing 4. illiterate 5. misery 6. starker 

7. appraisal 8. caricature 9. defray 10. immigrants 11. poorhouse 12. tubercular 

13. asperity 14. compatriots 15. desolate 16. impudence 17. resurrection 18. unskilled 

19. beatings 20. contracted 21. destitution 22. inarticulate 23. robust 24. vivacious 

25. benign 26. crutches 27. geranium 28. indolent 29. shiftless 30. voluminous 

 
 HOMEWORK 
 

Subtopics Homework 

Reading selection: “Annie” by Joseph P. 
Lash. 

Read “Annie” and search about Helen 
Keller to present an oral report. 

Literary genre: biography. Search for your favourite pop celebrity´s 
biography. 

Reading skills Write three facts and three opinions about 
Annie. 

Literary devices Watch the movie “Blindness” and will be 
ready for oral report. 

Writer´s workshop Write an essay in which you interpret the 
meaning of blindness. 

On the Internet:  Social studies: research what is being 
done to help people with disabilities. What 
devices for people with limited sight, 
hearing, or mobility are available or under 
development? Present a photo essay of 
devices that meet the ADA requirements. 
Editing and proof read the projects. 

Words to Own Extract at least ten Words to Own 
sentences from the selection. 
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CONTENT EVALUATION 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words to own  
 
____exaggerated portrait A benign 
____ rebirth  B  indolent 

____very lively  C impudence 

____ sharpness of temper  D inarticulate 

____ lazy; idle  E resurrection 
____disrespect; boldness  F appraisal 

____ evaluation; sizing up  G voluminous 

____ not expressed clearly  H caricature 

____ good-natured; harmless  I asperity 

 
 
PRACTICE AND APPLICATION 
Read the fragmented information about The Beatles and write their biography in 
your notebook. In your summary, display their characteristics as a group. 
(Analyzing and synthesizing) 

The Beatles 1956-1960 

John Lennon forms his first group, 'the Quarrymen'. 
Paul McCartney, George Harrison, Stu Sutcliffe and Pete Best (in 1960) join the 
group. 

1957 They make their debut in Liverpool (England).  

 

Comprehension on the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the 
following items. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
 
____ 1. Helen’s action of putting her fingers into others’ mouths is symbolic of her  
 a. growing appetite  
 b. desire to communicate 
 c. need for attention 
 d. wanting to play with the children 
 
____ 2. Why does Captain Keller finally agree to contact Dr. Chisholm?  
a. Helen almost digs out Martha’s eyes with a pair of scissors.  
b. Helen knows that the doll is missing its eyes.  
c. James states that Helen must be put in an asylum.  
d. Helen overturns the cradle with Mildred in it.  
 
____ 3. The basic dramatic question the Kellers must face is whether  
 
a. Helen has a mental disability 
b. Helen needs more discipline 
c. The family should put Helen in an institution 
d. The captain will write to an eye doctor  
 
 
____ 4. From Annie’s first appearance on stage, her character comes across as  
 
a. girlish and lighthearted  
b. strong-willed and determined  
c. knowledgeable but immature  
d. irritable but sensitive  
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August 1960 
The Beatles make their debut in Hamburg (West Germany)  

 April 1962 
Stu Sutcliffe dies of a brain hemorrhage. 

 June 1962 
George Martin agrees to sign the group, but insists that Pete Best be replaced. 
Within months, Richard 'Ringo' Starkey joins the group. 

 February 7, 1964 
The Beatles arrive in America. The top five slots on the 'Billboard' chart are held by 
the Beatles. 

 April 1, 1965 
John Lennon composes 'Help!' the title song for the Beatles' second film.  

 October 26, 1965 
The Beatles are awarded England's prestigious MBE (Members of the Order of the 
British Empire).  

 March 4, 1966 
John Lennon states that the Beatles are 'more popular than Jesus now.' The 
comment provokes several protests, including the burning of Beatles records. 

 August 29, 1966 
After their concert at San Francisco's Candlestick Park, the Beatles declare this to 
be their final concert tour. 

 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1966 
John Lennon makes his first appearance away from the Beatles in Richard Lester's 
film 'How I Won the War'.  

 January 30, 1969 
The Beatles make their last performance as a group on the roof of the Apple 
building during the filming of 'Let It Be'.  

 April 10, 1970 
Paul McCartney announces that he is leaving the Beatles due to 'personal, 
business and musical differences.' 

 January 2, 1975 
John and Yoko are reunited. The Beatles' final dissolution takes place in London. 

 December 8, 1980 
John Lennon is shot by a deranged assailant as he and Yoko return to the Dakota 
after a recording session. He is pronounced dead at Roosevelt Hospital. 

 BIG HITS: 
1962 - 'Love Me Do' 
1963 - 'She Loves You' 
1965 - 'Ticket To Ride', 'Help!', 'Yesterday' 
1966 - 'Paperback Writer', 'Yellow Submarine' 
1967 - 'Penny Lane', 'All You Need Is Love' 
1968 - 'Hey Jude' 
1970 - 'Let It Be' 
and much more... 
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ANNIE SULLIVAN´S BIOGRAPHY 
Read Annie Sullivan´s biography and underline facts about her life. (Analyzing and 
synthesizing) 

     Annie Sullivan was born April fourteenth, 1866, to Irish parents. When she was 
nine years old, Annie went to a town called Tewksbury because her mother had 
died and the rest of her family did not want to care for her. Annie sometimes threw 
temper tantrums. She had to live in the poorhouse. While she was there, the illness 
that had been in her eyes since she was three caused her to become blind.  

     On the third of October, 1880, Annie moved to the Perkins Institution for the 
Blind, she was fourteen years old. Six years later, in 1886, Annie graduated from 
college. She made a speech and even got new shoes and a new dress to wear on 
this occasion.  

     On March third, 1887, Annie Sullivan met Helen Keller for the first time; she was 
to be her governess. Helen Keller had also become blind, but she was also deaf 
and mute. Annie helped Helen talk, read, write and feel things. Annie made Helen 
happy and helped her to have a good life.  

     In 1900, Annie helped Helen get into college and Helen graduated in 1904. On 
October nineteenth, 1936, Annie Sullivan passed away, leaving Helen Keller by 
herself. Annie Sullivan is remembered for all good things she did for Helen Keller 
and her family. 

JFK´s BIOGRAPHY 
Read the biography and answer the trivia. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 

     John Fitzgerald Kennedy was the 35th president of the United States serving 
from 1961 until his assassination in 1963 at the age of 46. He came from a large 
and wealthy Irish Catholic family that already held a strong presence in politics. 
Attractive and charismatic, Kennedy was one of the most popular and youngest 
presidents in American history. The press chronicled his family life with the well-
heeled Jacqueline Bouvier and their two children John Jr. and Caroline, often 
referring to them as Camelot and turning them into icons of style and popular 
culture. 

     Kennedy expressed modern, liberal and sometimes idealistic views during his 
presidency, giving some of the most memorable and profound speeches. Even 
though his term in office was short, it was not without incident; he unsuccessfully 
invaded Cuba in an attempt to overthrow Castro, started the Peace Corps program 
to aide developing nations and spread American ideals, supported civil rights 
changes, proposed federal funded programs to benefit the elderly and financially 
disadvantaged and committed the U.S. to space exploration. His assassination and 
the events surrounding it shocked the nation and aroused suspicions about the 
American government, sparking many conspiracy theories over the years. 

     John F. Kennedy is remembered as one of the most well-liked and influential 
people in U.S. politics and a popular representation of American wealth. 
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TRIVIA 
Mark true or false after each item.  
 

 Kennedy was the youngest "elected" President of the United States. __________ 
 He was the only Roman Catholic to be elected President of the United 

States.__________ 
 One of the only two American Presidents buried at Arlington National 

Cemetery.__________ 
 The fourth American President to be assassinated.__________ 
 He wore corrective shoes because his right leg was 3/4 of an inch longer than his 

left.______ 

 
 
Part I: FACT VRS OPINION 
Read the following items and classify them into Fact or Opinion. Write F for fact or 
O for Opinion after each item. Explain your choice. (Differentiating) 
 

1. Pizza tastes better than fish. _____ 
2. Using computers is the best way to learn how to write stories._____ 
3. Exercising outdoors is more fun than exercising indoors._____ 
4. Jumping rope is a form of exercise._____ 
5. Flies are annoying when they are inside your house._____ 

 
Part II: FACT OR OPINION? 
When a sentence is a fact, click the circle next to fact. When a sentence is an 
opinion, click the circle next to opinion. (Differentiating) 
1. Mr. Jones has two sons and one daughter. 

Fact 

Opinion 
2. That picture is by Rembrandt. 

Fact 

Opinion 
3. Her house is really beautiful. 

Fact 

Opinion 
4. My friend has six fingers on one hand. 

Fact 

Opinion 
5. That boy is the nicest person in the school. 

Fact 

Opinion 
6. The group will stop in Denver overnight. 

Fact 

Opinion 
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7. L. Frank Baum wrote "The Wizard of Oz". 

Fact 

Opinion 
8. I will finish before the rest of the class. 

Fact 

Opinion 
9. The Bulls are better than the Knicks. 

Fact 

Opinion 
10. Nine plus one equals ten. 

Fact 

Opinion 
 
 
MAKING INFERENCES AND DRAWING CONCLUSIONS 

Read with purpose and meaning and answer the exercises. 

     Drawing conclusions refers to information that is implied or inferred. This means 
that the information is never clearly stated.  

     Writers often tell you more than they say directly. They give you hints or clues 
that help you "read between the lines." Using these clues to give you a deeper 
understanding of your reading is called inferring. When you infer, you go beyond 
the surface details to see other meanings that the details suggest or imply (not 
stated). When the meanings of words are not stated clearly in the context of the 
text, they may be implied - that is, suggested or hinted at. When meanings are 
implied, you may infer them. 

     Inference is just a big word that means a conclusion or judgement. If you 
infer that something has happened, you do not see, hear, feel, smell, or taste the 
actual event. But from what you know, it makes sense to think that it has 
happened. You make inferences everyday. Most of the time you do so without 
thinking about it. Suppose you are sitting in your car stopped at a red signal light. 
You hear screeching tires, then a loud crash and breaking glass. You see nothing, 
but you infer that there has been a car accident. We all know the sounds of 
screeching tires and a crash. We know that these sounds almost always mean a 
car accident. But there could be some other reason, and therefore another 
explanation, for the sounds. Perhaps it was not an accident involving two moving 
vehicles. Maybe an angry driver rammed a parked car. Or maybe someone played 
the sound of a car crash from a recording. Making inferences means choosing the 
most likely explanation from the facts at hand.  

     There are several ways to help you draw conclusions from what an author may 
be implying. The following are descriptions of the various ways to aid you in 
reaching a conclusion. 

General Sense 

     The meaning of a word may be implied by the general sense of its context, as 
the meaning of the word incarcerated is implied in the following sentence: 

Murderers are usually incarcerated for longer periods of time than robbers. 
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     You may infer the meaning of incarcerated by answering the question "What 
usually happens to those found guilty of murder or robbery?" Use the text box 
below to write down what you have inferred as the meaning of the word 
incarcerated. 

 

     If you answered that they are locked up in jail, prison, or a penitentiary, you 
correctly inferred the meaning of incarcerated. 

Examples 

     When the meaning of the word is not implied by the general sense of its 
context, it may be implied by examples. For instance, 

     Those who enjoy belonging to clubs, going to parties, and inviting friends often 
to their homes for dinner are gregarious. 

     You may infer the meaning of gregarious by answering the question "What 
word or words describe people who belong to clubs, go to parties a lot, and often 
invite friends over to their homes for dinner?" Use the lines below to write down 
what you have inferred as the meaning of the word gregarious. 

DRAWING CONCLUSIONS 
Read and watch the presentation of drawing conclusions and do the exercises. 
(Identifying) 
 

  

  

You need me before you can mail a 
letter. Paste me on an envelope. 

What am I?

What did you know in 
your head?

 

I am white.  You need me every 
day.  You drink me when you are 
thirsty.  I can make a moustache.

What am I?

What did you know 
in your head?

Lots of things are 
white!

You need a 
lot of things.

What is white and you drink?
AND, It makes a 

moustache!
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I look like a baby.

You can give me a name. 

Children like to play with me.

What am I?

What did you know 
in your head?

What looks 
like a baby?

Dolls?  Pictures? 
Hmm…

You can name 
dolls, not pictures.

Children play 
with dolls, not 

pictures.

 

I grow on an ear.  Cook me in hot oil.  
I will puff up and taste good.  Some 

people microwave me.  

What am I?

What did you know 
in your head?

What grows on an 
ear?  Ear wax?  

Earrings?  Corn??

You wouldn’t cook 
or taste ear wax 

or earrings.

I know corn will puff up and it is 
sometimes cooked in the microwave.  

 

 
 
 
 
HELEN KELLER´S QUOTES 
Read Keller’s quotes; choose one and then explain it to the classmates.(Divergent 
thinking) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GRAPHIC SUMMARY 
Design a graphic summary with the content knowledge in this guide. (Analyzing 
and synthesizing) 
 
 
NEW CONCEPTS 
 

1. Biography 
2. Fact and Opinion 
3. Interpretive essay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All the world is full of suffering. It 
is also full of overcoming. Alone we can do so little; 

together we can do so much.  
 

Although the world is full 
of suffering, it is also full 
of the overcoming of it.  
 
 

As selfishness and 
complaint pervert the mind, 
so love with its joy clears 
and sharpens the vision. 

Death is no more than 
passing from one room into 
another. But there's a 
difference for me, you know. 
Because in that other room I 
shall be able to see. 
 
 It is a terrible thing to see and 

have no vision.  
 

 
Helen Keller and Annie 
Sullivan 
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RESEARCH PROJECT  
 

PROJECT 
FUNDACION GIMNASIO LOS PORTALES 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
LITERATURE 

2010 -2011 
 
Name: __________________________Grade:_____   Date:________________ 
      

-Annie`s and Helen`s Experiences- 
Mini-Scale Project  

Due on / due by: ___________ 
Directions  

This research project is designed for students to read and understand Annie`s 
behavior and attitudes. Besides it will contribute to honor and respect handicapped 
people. 

Guidelines  
Students will get together with a partner or a group and search about the biography 
of Annie Sullivan and Helen Keller. Then, they will connect their notes to the story 
and will write an interpretive essay for the school newspaper referring both lives- 
Helen`s and Annie`s. 

Tasks Due date Student`s 
signature 

Teachers` 
initials 

First, make a list of famous 
handicapped people. E.g Stephen 
Hawkins  

Friday, April  
23 

  

Share your findings with your 
classmates. 

Friday, May 7   

Present your findings to the class 
through a short presentation. 

Friday, May 14    

 
 
INTERPRETIVE ESSAY  
Read the article and write your interpretive essay about “Blindness” (Divergent 
thinking) 
 
     It gives a text or texts meaning. This essay explains not only what a text is 

about (summary) and how it works (critique), but asks why the analysis is 

compelling. The thesis of an interpretive essay answers a what and how question, 

and the body of the essay weaves together the demonstration of the what and the 

analysis of the how. Many interpretive essays ask students to "close read" or 

analyze specific language in a text; others, however, might ask students to apply a 

theoretical, historical or cultural theory to the text and to interpret it given the theory 

or theories. The interpretive essay's goal, however, is to move beyond analysis 

(the how question) to interpretation (the why question). An interpretive essay, also, 

highlights implications, more so than a summary and a critique do, and answers 

the "so what?" question. So what if the text works this way? What's at stake? What 

idea can be lost or gained because of the interpretation? Like a summary and 

critique, an interpretive essay is a kind of essay, but the final two essays listed 

below include interpretation in them.  
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FINAL EVALUATION 
Read the poem and answer the questions. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
 

Poetry by Tennyson 

These are just a few lines from In Memoriam A.H.H. by Alfred, Lord Tennyson. The 
author wrote the poem as a tribute to a close friend who died as a young adult. It 
was published in 1850. 

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 
       The flying cloud, the frosty light: 
       The year is dying in the night; 

       Ring out, wild bells, and let him die. 

Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
       Ring, happy bells, across the snow: 

       The year is going, let him go; 
       Ring out the false, ring in the true. 

Ring out the grief that saps the mind, 
       For those that here we see no more; 
       Ring out the feud of rich and poor, 

       Ring in redress to all mankind. 

Ring out a slowly dying cause, 
       And ancient forms of party strife; 
       Ring in the nobler modes of life, 

       With sweeter manners, purer laws. 

 

1. What holiday would you associate with these lines? 
 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What kind of changes does Tennyson hope to see in the future? 
 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What is a feud? 
a.  an ongoing quarrel with bad feelings on each side 
b. a game that creates feelings of comfort 
c. a waterway that is similar to a deep river 
d. a home with separate living quarters for servants 
 
4. What does "redress" mean in this poem? 
a. to get dressed again, to change clothes 
b. clothing worn by an older person 
c.  making up for a wrong or injustice 
d. playing holiday music 
 
5. Do Tennyson's words make you think about anything in your own life or in the 
news?  
 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reading Comprehension, Vol. 11, No. 2, December 11, 2009 http://rhlschool.com
Copyright 2009 RHL 
 
 



Page 12 of  12                                                                                                                    

FACT OR OPINION? 
 

Write fact if the sentence is a fact. Write opinion if the sentence is an opinion. 
 

1.   
  

The gardener chased the rabbits out of his cabbage field. 
 

 

2.   
  

Sleeping in a tent is the best part of camping. 
 

 

3.   
  

It is alright to lie if it will get you out of trouble. 
 

 

4.   
  

If the president dies in office, the vice president becomes the 
president. 

 

 

5.   
  

It is never too late to set goals for your life. 
 

 

6.   
  

The Jacksons are not very nice people. 
 

 

7.   
  

Hillary Duff is an awesome singer. 
 

 

8.   
  

Robert Louis Stevenson was a very good writer. 
 

 

9.   
  

The mayor made a speech to discuss the city's crime rate. 
 

 

10.   
  

It would be more fun to be a bird than a fish. 
 

 

11.   
  

The Dallas Cowboys and the San Francisco 49er's have both 
won the Super Bowl five times. 

 

 

12.   
  

We watched our dog run in a circle chasing his tail. 
 

 

13.   
  

The mall in our town is a great place to shop. 
 

 

14.   
  

President Woodrow Wilson established the League of Nations. 
 

 

15.   
  

I am going to make a better grade on the math test than anyone 
else. 

 

 

 
 


