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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
GRADE SIX 
2010-2011 

 
TEACHER: Mauricio Martinez Martinez 
   
GUIDE:  5                           From:   January 13th to February 18 (20 hours) 
 
UNIT: 3 
 
TOPIC:  CREATIVE SOLUTIONS 
  
Subtopics: 

 
Reading selection: “My Side of the Mountain” by Craighead George. 

a. Literary genre: realistic fiction. 
b. Reading skills: identifying the point of view. 
c. Literary devices: descriptive language and imagery. 
d. Writer´s workshop: write a paragraph about a place you would like to live.  
e. RESEARCH: project and PRAE-Science: do research to find out more about 

the plant and animal life in Catskill Mts. 
f. Vocabulary power  

   

PERFORMANCES 

 

 Identifies the characteristics of Realistic Fiction 

 Differentiates the main character from second characters in a story 

 Codes and decodes descriptive language 

 Identifies the features setting in a story 

 Analyzes imagery in a short story 

 Codes and decodes vocabulary power 

 Analyzes and synthesizes “My Side of the Mountain” by Jean Craighead George. 

 Uses divergent thinking in writing compositions and doing research projects. 
  

 
CONTENT FRAMEWORK 

The given topics and subtopics are taken from on Trophies Timeless Treasures 
(Theme I) Harcourt. 

 

   Figurative language p 390 

   “My Side of the Mountain”  by Jean Craighead George pp 374-387 

   Vocabulary power pp374- 375 

   Creative writing p 388 
 
 
NEW VOCABULARY 
Look up the following words in an English-English dictionary, write their 
definitions on your notebook and learn a synonym in order to be used in context.   
 
1.acreage 7.crotch 13.foundation 19.peck 25.scribbled 
2.ax 8.dangled 14.hickory 20.pinched 26.shovel 
3.cavity 9.darting 15.migration 21.plow 27.starchy 
4.chop 10.discouraging 16.mud 22.remote 28.walnuts 
5.clams 11.dripping 17.mussels 23.rush up 29.wandered 
6.cozy 12.edible 18.nourishing 24.scraps 30.whistling 
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HOMEWORK 

Subtopics Homework   

Reading selection: “My Side of the 
Mountain” by Jean Craighead 
George. 

Scan and skim “My Side of the 
Mountain” pp 378-386 to analyze the 
setting. Reflection log on the Internet. 

Literary genre: Realistic  fiction Students will do the graphic summary. 

Reading skills: Point of view- POV Students will rewrite POV examples. 

Literary devices: Imagery Students will re-read the story and will find 
imagery examples. 

Writer´s workshop Write a story about an adventure that you 
would like to have. 

Vocabulary power Students will scan and skim “My Side of 
the Mountain” and will find the context 
clues for the vocabulary power. 

 
 
CONTENT EVALUATION 
Answer the questions based on the selection. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
 
1- How is “My Side of the Mountain” related to the theme Creative Solutions? 
2- How does the setting of the selection affect Sam’s problem and the way how he 

solves it? 
3- Who is the main character and what is the setting? 
4- What problems is he trying to solve? 
5- How is edible food different from food that is not fit to eat? 
6- If you were in the woods, where might you see a cavity? 
7- What would you see in a remote place that you would not see in a city? 
8- What are some nourishing foods? 
9- How would you describe bird migration? 

PRACTICE AND APPLICATION 

Listening Comprehension 
Listen to your teacher and then answer the questions. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
 

1. How do the poems make you feel about nature? Explain your answer. 
2. How are the poems alike? How are they different? 
3. Why do you think the poet of “And my heart soars” ends each stanza with the same 

phrase. 
 
Guided Comprehension 
Answer the questions based on the selection. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
 
1- Why does Sam watch the birds closely? 
2- Why do the boulders under the hemlocks look like pebbles? 
3- Why does Sam want a shelter that cannot be seen? 
4- According to Sam, what is guarding the spring? Why do you think the author uses 

this personification? 
5- How does Sam solve most of his problems? 

IMAGERY 
 
     To make an imaginary world seem real, an author often makes use of words and 
phrases that appeal to the senses. These words and phrases, called images help a 
reader mentally experience what the characters in the literary selection are actually 
experiencing. A well-written description should arouse a particular response or emotion 
in the reader's imagination. 
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Look at the following selection. Try to pick out words that appeal to your senses 
of sight, smell, taste, touch and sound. Then, complete the chart. (Differentiating) 
 
     The hot July sun beat relentlessly down, casting an orange glare over the farm 
buildings, the fields, the pond. Even the usually cool green willows bordering the pond 
hung wilted and dry. Our sun-baked backs ached for relief. We quickly pulled off our 
sweaty clothes and plunged into the pond, but the tepid water only stifled us and we 
soon climbed onto the brown, dusty bank. Our parched throats longed for something 
cool--a strawberry ice, a tall frosted glass of lemonade. 
 
     We pulled on our clothes, crackling underbrush, the sharp briars pulling at our damp 
jeans, until we reached the watermelon patch. As we began to cut open the nearest 
melon, we could smell the pungent skin mingling with the dusty odor of the dry earth. 
Suddenly, the melon gave way with a crack, revealing the deep, pink sweetness inside.  
 

Imagery chart 
 

sight 

 
 

 

smell 

 
 

 

taste 
 

 

touch 
 

 

sound 
 

 
 
 
POINT OF VIEW  
 
     Point of view refers to the way the narrator tells the story. If the narrator is a 
character in the story, the story is told in the first-person point of view. The narrator uses 
the first-person pronouns I and me. If the narrator is outside the story, the story is told in 
the third-person point of view, The narrator uses the third-person pronouns he, she, and 
they to talk about the characters. If the narrator can see into all the characters' minds, 
then the writer has used the third-person omniscient point of view. If the narrator is 
limited to understanding only one character's thoughts, then the writer has used the 
third-person limited point of view. 
 

     Still confused about the difference between first person and third? Between first, 
second and third POV? Here are some examples to help you distinguish between the 
many varieties of POV. Write the POV in front of each line. (Differentiating) 
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_____________: (includes the thoughts and perspective of one main character, 
who's telling his/her own story) 

             As I walked up the hill, I realized that the atmosphere was just too quiet. There 
was no sound from the cardinal who was nearly always singing from the top of the 
maple tree. I thought I saw a shadow move high up on the slope, but when I looked 
again it was gone. Still, I shuddered as I felt a silent threat pass over me like a cloud 
over the sun. 

 _____________: (turns the reader into the character) 

             As you walk up the hill, you realize that the atmosphere's just too quiet. There's 
no sound from the cardinal you know is almost always singing from the top of the maple 
tree. You think you see a shadow move high up on the slope, but when you look again 
it's gone. You shudder as you feel a silent threat pass over you. You feel cold, like a 
cloud just passed over the sun. 

 _____________: (includes the thoughts and perspective of one main character) 

             As she walked up the hill, she realized that the atmosphere was just too quiet. 
There was no sound from the cardinal who she so often heard singing from the top of 
the maple tree. She thought she saw a shadow move high up on the slope, but when 
she looked again it was gone. Nevertheless, she shuddered as she felt a silent threat 
pass over her. It felt like a cloud creeping over the sun. 

_____________: (all-knowing; can include thoughts and perspective of all 
characters) 

             As the girl walked up the hill, she realized that the atmosphere was just too 
quiet. 

            The cardinal tipped his head back and drew breath to sing, but just as the first 
note passed his beak he heard the crack of a dead branch far below his perch high in 
the maple tree. Startled, he looked down, cocking his head to one side and watching 
with great interest while the man rattled the blades of grass as he tried to hide himself 
behind the tree.  

            As the man saw her start up the hill, he moved quickly into the shelter of the 
huge old maple tree. If she saw him now, everything would be ruined. 

            She thought she saw a shadow move high up on the slope, but when she looked 
again it was gone. 

            The man thought if he could stay hidden until she came within range, she'd have 
to talk to him. Wouldn't she? 

            The girl shuddered as she felt a silent threat pass over her. It felt like a cloud 
creeping over the sun. 
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GRAPHIC SUMMARY 
Students will make a Problem-Solving Guide of one event in the selection “My Side of 
the Mountain”. They will have to include: Problem, action and solution. (Analyzing and 
synthesizing) 
 
 
                        

 
 

      CONCEPTS: 

1. Realistic Fiction 

2. Main character 

3. Descriptive language 

4. Setting 

5. Imagery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action 

Solution 

Problem



Page 6 of 10 
 
 

 
RESEARCH 
 

PROJECT 

FUNDACION GIMNASIO LOS PORTALES 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

LITERATURE 

2010 -2011 

 

Name: __________________________Grade:_____   Date: ________________ 

      

-Food Chain- 

 

Mini-Scale Project – Part I 

Due on / due by: ___________ 

DIRECTIONS 

 Sam finds many nourishing foods to eat in the new outdoor home. Do research to 

find out more about the plant and animal life in the Catskills Mountains. Draw a 

food chain to show which living things are food for other living things. 

GUIDELINES 

1. First, go online www.usnationalparks/ or www.catskillsmountains.com and look 

for plants and living things.  

2. Once you have gotten that information, Decide which flora and fauna you will use 

for the food chain.  

3. Be careful. Plagiarism is not allowed. You have to cite sources of information. 

 

CHECKLIST 

 

Tasks Due date Student`s 

signature 

Teachers` 

initials 

 

1. Search about the fauna and flora 

of the Catskills mountains 

 

Friday, 

January  28 

  

 

 

 

2. Design the food chain and present 

it to the class. 

 

Friday, 

February  11 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usnationalparks/
http://www.catskillsmountains.com/
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FINAL EVALUATION 
Use the Vocabulary Power words to do the exercise. (Coding and decoding) 
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(Analyzing And synthesizing) 
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LITERATURE-IMAGERY 

Identify the imagery used in the following. Is it sight, sound, taste, touch, or smell? 
Write the sense on the line. (Differentiating) 

 _____1. He was a shaggy, thick-fellow; his coat was greasy about the lapels and 
pockets, and his hand splayed over the cane's crook with a futile sort of clinging. 

 _____2. a ginger cat, very tall and thin streaked glass, flashing with sunlight 

_____3. strong melodious songs crackling splinters of glass and dried putty 

 _____4. soft shapes...inside the hard bodies 

 _____5. juicy and tart 

 _____6. rolling rumble and crash 

 _____7. Leaves were green and stirring, Berries, luster-glossed 

 _____8. What is Poetry? Who knows? Not a rose, but the scent of a rose 

  

LITERATURE-POINT OF VIEW  
Read the text and then answer the questions.(Analyzing and synthesizing) 

     Your challenge as you write about two characters with opposing opinions is to 
put aside your own feelings and figure out at how people who are very different 
from you would look at this situation. The natural inclination is to make one side of 
the equation--the side most like your natural opinions--stronger. To do so, 
however, makes the character with the opposing stance appear to be stupid or 
stubborn. Think of yourself as a debater who is researching the subject so you can 
effectively argue either side of a proposition. 

     Each of the following examples presents one event and two people who are 
closely involved in it, people who each have definite feelings and opinions about 
what is going on or what should be done. Your goal is to put yourself into the shoes 
of each of those people and figure out what that individual is thinking, feeling, and 
sensing. 

     As you think about the disagreements listed here, try to put yourself in the 
position of each participant, one at a time, and make the strongest possible case 
for that person's feelings. 

Event 1: A policeman who has been charged with assault--using 
unnecessary force to subdue a prisoner--stands trial, is acquitted of the 
charge by a jury, and is free to leave the courthouse. 

What is the cop thinking, feeling, seeing, and sensing? 

  

What is the mother of the prisoner thinking, feeling, seeing, and sensing? 

  

Event 2: A seventy-year-old woman, suffering from a cancer which will 
eventually be terminal but has not yet reached the final stages, has a stroke 
and is comatose. The extent of damage done by the stroke is not yet known, 
though it is clear she does retain brain function. The doctor asks her adult 
children whether they wish to put a "Do Not Resuscitate" order on her chart. 
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The viewpoint characters are the children, a daughter of fifty who has lived 
near the mother and has shared in her care since her cancer diagnosis, and a 
daughter of forty-five who has lived halfway across the country and has seen 
the mother only once in the last five years. They go into the mother's room 
for their discussion. 

What is the "helper" child thinking, feeling, seeing, and sensing? 

  

What is the "absent" child thinking, feeling, seeing, and sensing? 

  

Event 3: A husband and wife return home from a party given by the company 
he works for. The husband has had a good time dancing with the women he 
works with; the wife, perhaps because the husband was having such a good 
time, has had a little too much to drink. 

What is the husband thinking, feeling, seeing, and sensing? 

  

What is the wife thinking, feeling, seeing, and sensing? 

  

Event 4: An ex-husband and ex-wife encounter each other for the first time in 
years at their daughter's wedding. 

What is the ex-husband thinking, feeling, seeing, and sensing? 

  

What is the ex-wife thinking, feeling, seeing, and sensing? 

  

Event 5: A customer brings a purchase back to the customer service 
department of a department store, after the 30-day no-questions return 
period, and announces that he's lost the receipt. 

What is the customer thinking, feeling, seeing, and sensing? 

  

What is the clerk thinking, feeling, seeing, and sensing? 

  


