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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
GRADE SIX 
2010-2011 

 
TEACHER: Mauricio Martinez Martinez 
   
GUIDE:  6            From:  February 21st to March 19th    (16 hours) 
 
UNIT: 3 
 
TOPIC:  CREATIVE SOLUTIONS 
 

a. Reading selection: “Girls Think of Everything” by Catherine  Thimmesh 
b. Literary genre: Non fiction.  
c. Reading skills: Text structure-compare and contrast. 
d. Literary devices: Quotations. 
e. Writer´s workshop: write a paragraph that explains an invention that has 

changed our lives. (Ss, Sc) 
f. Vocabulary power  
g. (P.S.V.E) 

 

PERFORMANCES 

 

 Identifies the characteristics of Non-fiction in a story 

 Codes and decodes new vocabulary 

 Compares and contrasts text structure in different genres 

  Analyzes and synthesizes " Girls Think of Everything " by Catherine Thimmesh 

 Uses divergent thinking in writing explanatory paragraphs and doing research 

projects 
  

CONTENT FRAMEWORK 

The following subtopics can be found on Trophies Timeless Treasures (Theme I). 
Harcourt. 

 Non-fiction in a story. Pp 416 

 New vocabulary. pp 414, 415 

     "Girls Think Of Everything" by Catherine Thimmesh. Pp 418, 431 

     Explanatory paragraph. P 434 

 
 
NEW VOCABULARY 
Look up the following words in an English-English dictionary, write their 
definitions on your notebook and learn a synonym in order to be used in context.   
 
1.acknowledged 7.crates 13.hired 19.machinism 25.persistence 
2.awarded 8.discounts 14.ingenuity 20.milestone 26.proof 
3.barely 9.dreadful 15.initial 21.orphaned  27.sought 
4.blossomed 10.flat-bottomed 16.inquiries 22.patent 28.succeeded  
5.blustery 11.folding 17.inventions 23pelted 29.swipe off 
6.coated 12.glow 18.laundry 24.persistant 30.visibility 
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HOMEWORK 

SUBTOPICS HOMEWORK 

Reading selection: “Girls Think of 
Everything” by Catherine  Thimmesh 

Students will read and write a reflection log in 

the Internet. 

Literary genre Students will define new concepts and explain 

why the selection fits in the nonfiction genre. 

Reading skills Students will complete the graphic summary. 

Literary devices Students will search for famous quotations to be 

discussed in class. 

Writer´s workshop Students will write a paragraph that explains 

an invention that has changed our lives.  

Vocabulary power  Students will write a short text using the 

Vocabulary Power words.  

 

CONTENT EVALUATION 
After reading the selection, answer the following questions. (Analyzing and 
synthesizing) 
a) Mary Anderson designed a creative solution as a result of a problem. What was the 

problem? 
b) How was Mary Anderson’s solution different from earlier solutions? 
c) Do you think the Canadian company made the right decision of not buying the rights 

to Mary’s invention? Explain your answer. 
d) Why didn’t Mary pursue selling her invention? 
e) What problem did Margaret E. Knight want to solve? 
 
 

PRACTICE AND APPLICATION 
Listen to your teacher and answer the questions. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
 
Listening Comprehension 
 
1-How did Henry Ford make the automobile affordable? 
2-What are some advantages of cars? What are some disadvantages? 
3-How do cars affect your life? How would your life be different if your family did or did 
not have a car?  
 
Guided Comprehension Questions  
Answer the following questions about the selection. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
 

a) What was the first thing that both Mary Anderson and Margaret E. Knight did 
when they thought of their inventions? 

b) What was the problem for Becky Schroeder wanted to invent a solution? 
c) What was Alexia’s invention? What caused her to think of an idea? 
d) Were Becky’s Glo-sheets successful? How do you know? 
e) How is Alexia like Becky? How is she different? 
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LITERARY GENRE CLASSIFICATION  
A genre is a group or collection of books with a similar theme or style. Following are 
descriptions of various genres. Use the data of literary genres and write them on the 
lines. (Differentiating) 

 

 _______________ are stories written around one or two themes with the illustrations 
being an integral part of the book.  
  

 _______________ books are fiction stories that are written at a level for beginning 
readers.  
 

 _______________books are a type of fiction that contain elements such as 
characters or settings that could not exist in life as we know it today. Examples 
include characters such as dragons or animals with human characteristics. Settings 
might be magical or other-world.   

 _______________ books are those that give a historically accurate portrayal of life 
during a particular time in history. They have a strong sense of place and time.  

 _______________ books are stories that involve a suspenseful event (often a crime 
of some type). The reader uses clues from the story and gradually discovers who has 
committed the crime to solve the mystery by the end of the story.  
 

 _______________ books are those set in present-day. Characters encounter modern 
day difficulties and dilemmas. Realistic fiction includes mysteries, adventure stories, 
humorous stories, and much more.  
 

 _______________ are informational books written by credible authors. Nonfiction 
books explain how things work, tell facts about many different topics, and show us 
how to do various things.  
 

 _______________ are stories that have been passed down to us over the years by 
real people. There are many types of folktales, including fables, tall tales, myths, and 
fairy tales.  

 Fables are brief stories that teach a lesson or moral. The characters are usually 
animals, but they are given human characteristics. An example of a fable is "The 
Fox and the Grapes." 

 Tall Tales are folktales that have a key element of exaggeration, such as Paul 
Bunyan. 

 Fairy Tales usually have magical elements with characters that could be fairies, 
giants, or elves. Many times magical deeds are performed. Cinderella is an example 
of a fairy tale. 
 

 Myths are stories that serve to explain some phenomenon of nature. Many 
incorporate gods and goddesses within the story. The story of King Midas is a myth. 
  

 

 _______________ are those that include verses or poems. Poems may be humorous, 
serious, lyrical, or narrative (tells a story). Many poems have a rhythm and meter. 
Poems create imagery. 
  

 _______________ are histories of a person's life or parts of his/her life. A biography 
that is written by a person about his/her own life is called an autobiography.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fantasy  Poetry Biographies  Nonfiction Historical fiction 

Realistic fiction Picture books Folktales Easy to read  Mystery  
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TEXT STRUCTURE: Main Idea and Supporting Details 
Read the following short texts and answer the questions. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
 

1-The class is going on a field trip to the science center. Our teacher tells us that 
science is important. Our class enjoys doing science experiments. We work very hard 
when we do science. Our class’s favorite subject is science.  

1. Our favorite subject is science  
2. We are going on a field trip to the science center  
3. We love science experiments  
4. We hate science  

2-The main idea is usually located in what part of a passage?  

1. Beginning  
2. Middle  
3. End  
4. Title  

3-Each year experts study the movie habits of Americans. The study shows some 
interesting facts. For example, did you know that young people go to more movies than 
any other age group? Almost one half of all Americans are over 35. But people under 
35 go to the movies more than any age group. This explains the big success of movies 
about young people. 
 
What is this story mainly about?  

1. Movie habits of young people in America  
2. Movie habits of Americans  
3. Why young people like movies  
4. Why the smallest group of moviegoers is over 35  

4-The people of ancient Egypt created an advanced civilization. More than 6,000 years 
ago, they developed a calendar with 360 days divided into 12 months. The people 
made paper and learned how to write. They also built huge monuments with machines 
they invented. 
 
What is this story mainly about?  

1. How people in Egypt made paper.  
2. The creation of an advanced civilization in Egypt..  
3. How the people in Egypt built huge monuments.  
4. Where an ancient calendar was developed. 

5-You can learn much about people by simply watching or talking to them. Looking at 
the floor can also give you information about people. You can tell where people walk 
most frequently because of the worn carpet. The next time you're riding in someone's 
car, notice the music on the radio. The kind of music played on the radio station can tell 
much about that person. 
 
Choose an appropriate topic sentence for this paragraph:  

1. There are many ways to learn where people walk.  
2. There are many ways to learn about people.  
3. There are many ways to listen to the radio.  
4. There are many ways to watch people.  
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FAMOUS QUOTATIONS ANALYSIS 
Read the following quotations done by famous people and explain the author’s 
intention. What does the author really mean? (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
 

Quotation  Author’s intention 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

GRAPHIC SUMMARY 
Choose one chapter of the story and make a graphic summary. Include: vocabulary 
power, text structure.   (Analyzing and synthesizing)                

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Invention:

_________________

By:___________

Main ideas

Supporting ideas
Vocabulary Power
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CONCEPTS: 

1- Nonfiction: 
2- Text structure 

RESEARCH  

PROJECT 

FUNDACION GIMNASIO LOS PORTALES 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

LITERATURE 

2010 -2011 

 

Name: __________________________Grade:_____   Date: ________________ 

      

-Invention Tree- 

Mini-Scale Project – Part I 

Due on / due by: ___________ 

DIRECTIONS 

 Choose one of the following ancient civilizations- Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome 

or China. Find out about several inventions or processes developed by people in 

that civilization. Make an invention tree to show your findings. On the trunk of the 

tree, write the name of the civilization. On each branch, write the name of an 

invention or process and the date or time period when t was developed. Put the 

earlier inventions on the lower branches.   

 

GUIDELINES 

1. First, search on History books or history websites for the mentioned civilizations 

and their inventions. 

2. Once you have gotten that information decide which inventions or processes you 

will use to make the invention tree. 

3. Present your findings to the class.  

4. Be careful. Plagiarism is not allowed. You have to cite sources of information. 

 

CHECKLIST 

Tasks Due date Student`s 

signature 

Teachers` 

initials 

1. Search about civilizations and 

inventions. 

Friday, March 

4 

  

2. Design the invention tree to be 

presented in class. 

Friday, March 

18 
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FINAL EVALUATION 
Use the vocabulary power words to do the following exercise. (Coding and decoding) 
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(Analyzing and synthesizing) 
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TEXT STRUCTURE: Main idea and Supporting Details 

Read the following short texts and answer the questions. (Analyzing and 
synthesizing)                
 
A-During the Revolutionary War, a Yankee invented a submarine called the Turtle. 
A number of years later, Robert Fulton became interested in undersea craft. In 
1800, he built the Nautilus. Then, during the American Civil War, another 
underwater craft was built. 
 
Choose an appropriate topic sentence for this paragraph:  

1. For many years man tried to find ways to travel underwater.  
2. For many years Robert Fulton was interested in undersea craft.  
3. Underwater crafts were very important during American Civil War.  
4. For many years man tried many ways to win the Revolutionary War.  

B-Where is the main idea usually found in a paragraph?  

1. in the last sentence  
2. in the first word  
3. in the second sentence  
4. in the first sentence  

C-Corn was first grown by Native Americans. They showed the pilgrims how to 
grow corn as food. At one time corn was used as money by pioneers. Corn is used 
as feed for farm animals. People also eat it as a vegetable. Oil, starch, and sugar 
can be made from corn. Corn is also important in industry. Medicine, paper, 
fertilizer, and glue can be made from corn and corn products. 
 
Choose an appropriate topic sentence for this paragraph:  

1. Native Americans were the first to grow corn.  
2. Corn was used as money.  
3. Many kinds of animals eat corn.  
4. Do you know how important corn is?  

D-North Carolina police may use germs to catch bank thieves. Important papers 
can be sprayed with harmless germs that will stick to the hands of anyone who 
touches the paper. If a dishonest employee steals the papers, things that he or she 
touches later will have the germs on them. A scientist can show that the person 
leaving the germs got them when stealing the treated papers. 
 
What is this story mainly about?  

1. How some germs are harmless to people  
2. How dishonest employees steal important papers  
3. How important papers are treated  
4. How police use germs to solve crimes  
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