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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
7TH GRADE 
2010-2011 

 
TEACHER:  Mauricio Martinez Martinez 
   
GUIDE: 6                  Estimated Time: From: January 18th to February 7th (14 hours) 
 
UNIT: 3 
 
TOPIC: DISCOVERIES 
 
Subtopics: 

a. Reading selection: “Helen on Eighty Sixth Street” by Wendy Kaufman. 
b. Literary genre: short story 
c. Reading skills: using inference to monitor comprehension and use context clues 
d. Literary devices: theme and allusion 
e. Writer´s workshop: write an essay analyzing this short story 
f. On the Internet -Social studies: research a character from the Greek mythology. Explain 

why they are remembered and what they accomplished.  
g. Words to Own 

 
PERFORMANCES 
 

 Identifies the theme in any story 

 Identifies the process to making inference 

 Mentally represents metaphors an allusions 

 Codes and decodes Words to Own 

 Analyzes and synthesizes the story  “Helen on Eighty-Sixth Street”  

 Uses divergent thinking in writing a speech about a mythological personage and 
doing research projects on the Internet. 

 
CONTENT FRAMEWORK 
The given topics and subtopics are taken from Elements of Literature, Third 
Course Holt, Rinehart and Winston, a Harcourt company  
 

 Elements of Literature: Theme. P 303 

 Words to own. Pp 304 to 310  

 “Helen on Eighty-Sixth Street” by Wendi Kaufman. Pp 304 to 310 

 Creative Writing: Extending the story. P 312 
 
NEW VOCABULARY 
Look up the following words in an English-English dictionary, write their 
definitions on your notebook and learn a synonym in order to be used in context.   
 
1.ambush 7.embodies 13.incantation 19.quoting 25.stabilized 
2.beating 8.enunciate 14.litany 20.ramparts 26.stifled 
3.blamed 9.exploring 15.odyssey 21.rehearsal 27.strangely 
4.bowl 10.fault 16.offerings 22.rubber 28.supplication 
5.convention 11.fist 17.pockmarks 23.scourge  29.tunics 
6.disgusting 12.flirting  18.polytheism 24.shield 30.whisper 
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HOMEWORK 
 

SUBTOPICS HOMEWORK 

Reading selection: “Helen on 
Eighty Sixth Street” by Wendy 
Kaufman. 

Scan and skim”Helen on Eighty Sixth Street” pp 
303-305 and then, analyze the theme in the short 
story story. 

Literary genre Short story reflection log in The Internet.  

Reading skills  Using inference to monitor comprehension and use 
context clues in final evaluation. 

Literary devices Theme and allusion in practice and application. 

Writer´s workshop write an essay analyzing this short story. 

On the Internet  Social studies: research a character from the Greek 
mythology. Explain why they are remembered and 
what they accomplished. 

Words to Own Rewrite the sentences that use Words to Own from 
the reading. 

 
 
CONTENT EVALUATION 
Answer the following questions. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
    

1. What is Vita’s home situation? 
2. Why does Helen McGuire say, “Lucky you”? 
3. What is Vita’s mother’s advice to her daughter? 
4. What three wishes does Vita make as she burns the letters? 
5. What does Vita’s mother mean by “Sure, and maybe this time the Trojans will 

win the war”? 
 

Words to Own 
      Choose the sentence that correctly uses the word. (Coding and Decoding) 

6. a. The boy played his drum incessantly.  
      b. The rain fell briefly and then stopped incessantly. 
7. a. The pauper usually treated his friends. 
      b. Bankruptcy left her a pauper.  
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PRACTICE AND APPLICATION 
 
Metaphors 
   
Metaphors are comparisons that show how two things that are not alike in most ways 
are similar in one important way. Metaphors are a way to describe something. Authors 
use them to make their writing more interesting or entertaining.Unlike similes that use 
the words “as” or “like” to make a comparison, metaphors state that something is 
something else. 
 
Read the statements that contain metaphors in italics. Then complete the statements 
that explain the metaphors. (Identifying) 
  
1. Brian was a wall, bouncing every tennis ball back over the net. 
This metaphor compares Brian to a wall because __________. 
a. He was very strong. 
b. He was very tall. 
c. He kept returning the balls. 
d. His body was made of cells. 
  
2. We would have had more pizza to eat if Tammy hadn’t been such a hog. 
Tammy was being compared to a hog because she 
__________. 
a. looked like a hog 
b. ate like a hog 
c. smelled like a hog 
d. was as smart as a hog 
  
3. Cindy was such a mule. We couldn’t get her to change her mind. 
The metaphor compares Cindy to a mule because she was __________. 
a. always eating oats 
b. able to do hard work 
c. raised on a farm 
d. very stubborn 
  
4. The poor rat didn’t have a chance. Our old cat, a bolt of lightning, caught his prey. 
The cat was compared to a bolt of lightning because he was __________. 
a. very fast 
b. very bright 
c. not fond of fleas 
d. very old 
  
5. Even a child could carry my dog, Dogface, around for hours. He’s such a feather. 
This metaphor implies that Dogface __________. 
a. is not cute 
b. looks like a bird 
c. is not heavy 
d. can fly  
 
 
Allusion 
 
Allusion is a brief reference to a person, event, or place, real or fictitious, or to a work 
of art. It is a casual reference to a famous historical or literary figure or event. An 
allusion may be drawn from history, geography, literature, or religion.  
Example: 
Stephen Vincent Benet's story "By the Waters of Babylon" contains a direct reference to 
Psalm 137 in the Bible. 
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  ... in prose and poetry  

 

An allusion is a literary device that stimulates ideas, associations, and extra information 
in the reader's mind with only a word or two. Allusion means 'reference'. It relies on the 
reader being able to understand the allusion and being familiar with all of the meaning 
hidden behind the words.  
 
Here's an example: 
 
"As the cave's roof collapsed, he was swallowed up in the dust like Jonah, and only his 
frantic scrabbling behind a wall of rock indicated that there was anyone still alive".  
 
The allusion in the sentence above is to Jonah. The reader is expected to recognize 
the reference to Jonah and the whale, which should evoke an image of being 
'swallowed alive' ... in this case, behind a wall of dust and rock. 
 
 
Allusions in writing help the reader to visualize what's happening by evoking a mental 
picture. But the reader must be aware of the allusion and must be familiar with what it 
alludes to.  
 
 
Allusions are commonly made to the Bible, nursery rhymes, myths, famous fictional or 
historical characters or events, and Shakespeare. They can be used in prose and 
poetry. Here are some more prose examples: 
 
"Christy didn't like to spend money. She was no Scrooge, but she seldom purchased 
anything except the bare necessities".  
 
Did you spot the allusion to Scrooge? That name should bring to mind an image of 
someone who 'pinches pennies' and hoards money with a passion. But the allusion only 
works if the reader is familiar with Charles Dickens' story 'A Christmas Carol'.  
 
 
Here's and example from Herman Melville's 'Moby Dick': 
"Well," said the Lieutenant, who had listened with amused interest to all this, and now 
waxing merry with his tipple; "Well, blessed are the peacemakers, especially the fighting 
peacemakers! "  
 
In this case the allusion is a Biblical reference the Beatitudes ... 'Blessed are the 
peacemakers ...'. 
 
 
Here's another Biblical allusion: 
"He was a remarkable Prime Minister with feet of clay".  
 
The reference here is to Daniel 2: 31-45, using the words 'feet of clay', which suggests 
the Prime Minister has roots with common people, with weaknesses just like all others. 
 
Here's one more Biblical allusion: 
"Like the prodigal son, he returned to his home town and was welcomed by all who 
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knew him".  
 
In order to fully appreciate the allusion to the prodigal son, the reader must be familiar 
with that story in Luke 15: 11-32.  
 
In general, the use of allusions by an author shows an expectation that the reader is 
familiar with the references made, otherwise the effect is lost. A piece of writing with 
many allusions (some of which may be very obscure) will be very rich with evoked 
images, but will do nothing for a reader who is not well-read. 
 
See if you can spot the allusions in this paragraph: 
"Marty's presence at the dance was definitely a 'Catch 22' situation; if he talked to Cindy 
she'd be mad at him, but if he ignored her there'd be hell to pay. His anger bubbled to 
the surface. He realized that by coming to the dance he had brought his problems with 
him like a Trojan Horse, and he could only hope he would be able to keep them bottled 
up".  
 
The first allusion is to the novel 'Catch 22' by Joseph Heller; this should suggest a 
situation where there is a problem with no right answer ... whatever you do will be 
wrong. If you have read Heller's novel, you know exactly how Marty is feeling! 
The second reference is to the Trojan Horse from Virgil's Aeneid, which chronicles the 
Greeks conquering Troy by giving a gift of a horse to their enemies and filling the belly 
of the horse with warriors. A vivid image ... if you recognize it. 
There is also a reference to 'hell', which evokes images from the Bible of something 
definitely unpleasant. Finally, there is a very subtle reference to 'bottling up' problems, 
which might suggest an image of tightly containing something, although there is no 
direct connection to anything.  
 
 
You should now have a good understanding of how allusion works. Let's see if you've 
really got it. Below you will find some characters and descriptions which might be 
referred to when writing something. Have a look:  

 Hamlet was a character from Shakespeare who had a difficulty making a 
decision. 

 Falstaff was another of Shakespeare's characters who was a large jovial man 
with a keen wit. 

 The Three Stooges were a comedy team of not-too-bright buffoons. 
 Benedict Arnold was an American traitor. 
 The 'cowardly lion' from the Wizard of Oz was a coward. 
 Judas betrayed Jesus. 
 Mother Teresa was a nun who selflessly devoted her life to caring for the poor 

and sick.  
 Don Quixote was a fictional hero; a dreamer who was always going on quests to 

try to accomplish impossible tasks.  

Your assignment is to write a few sentences or a short paragraph (or poem) that contain 
an allusion to one of the characters above, or to someone or something else you 
choose. (Mental representation) 
 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Analyzing and synthesizing) 
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GRAPHIC SUMMARY (Mental representation) 
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CONCEPTS: 
1. Theme 
2. Inference 
3. Metaphor 
4. Allusion 

 
RESEARCH 

PROJECT 
FUNDACION GIMNASIO LOS PORTALES 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
LITERATURE 

2010 -2011 
 
Name: __________________________Grade:_____   Date:________________ 
      

-Discoveries- 
Mini-Scale Project  

Due on / due by: ___________ 
DIRECTIONS 

 Vita is longed to embody Helen of Troy in the school play. Use resources 
(encyclopaedias, dictionaries, collections or myths and on line resources) to 
find out more about a character from Greek mythology.  

 
GUIDELINES 

1. First, write a list of the characters from Greek mythology and in the story. 
Then, search their importance in history.  

2. Present your findings in a first person report, speaking as if you are the 
figure you´ve researched. Tell who you are, and why you are remembered, 
and what you´ve accomplished. 

 

Tasks Due date Student`s 
signature 

Teachers` 
initials 

1. Present a list of Greek mythology  Friday, 
January 28 

  

2. Present a first person report. Friday, 
February 4 

  

 
FINAL EVALUATION 
A-Reading Selection: “Helen on Eighty-Sixth Street” by Wendi Kaufman 
On the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the following 
items. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
____ 1. Why is Vita upset with Helen McGuire? 
a. Helen teases Vita every day at school. 
b. Helen has been chosen to play Helen of Troy, a part which Vita wanted. 
c. Helen stole Vita’s boyfriend. 
d. Helen copied Vita’s homework. 
____ 2. How long has Vita’s father been gone? 
a. three days c. three months 
b. three weeks d. three years 
____ 3. Helen of Troy was reputed to be 
a. the most beautiful woman in Greece 
b. the most unhappy woman in Asia Minor 
c. the most beautiful woman on earth 
d. the most vindictive woman in Greece 
____ 4. Vita burns the letters she has been writing to her father _____________ . 
a. in a fit of anger 
b. as an offering, in order to bring good luck 
c. because she believes if her mother ever finds the letters, she will be very upset 
d. because she thinks they are not eloquent enough 
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____ 5. Vita wishes that ___________________. 
a. her father would return, she could play the part of Helen, and that Old Farfel 
would leave 
b. her father would send her some letters 
c. her mother would marry Old Farfel 
d. she and her mother could move into a new apartment and get a new dog 
 
B-Reading Skills and Strategies: Monitoring Your Comprehension  
On the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the following 
items. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
____ 6. The Trojan War was fought because __________________. 
a. the Greeks wanted to bring Helen home from Troy 
b. the Trojans wanted to assert their independence 
c. the Greeks had a long-running feud with the Trojans 
d. the Trojans were upset by the gift of the wooden horse 
____ 7. Why are Vita’s parakeets both named John? 
a. Vita and her mother are not very creative. 
b. T h e y ’ re named after the poet John Keats; it’s a play on words (pair of Keats: 
p a r a k e e t s ) . 
c. The birds are named after Vita’s father. 
d. “John” is Vita’s favorite name. 
 
C-Literary Elements: Theme  
On the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the following 
items. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
____ 8. When Vita delivers her last line in the play, she is________________. 
a. trying to upset her teacher by defying his direction 
b. looking into the audience to find her mother 
c. saying good-bye to her father 
d. hoping to be recognized as a talented actor 
____ 9. When Vita’s mother tells Vita it’s better to follow your head than your heart, 
she is ____________________. 
a. speaking from experience after having been hurt following her heart 
b. demonstrating her bitterness 
c. trying to make Vita laugh 
d. trying to explain her relationship with Old Farfel 
 
Metaphors and Allusions 
Read the following texts and identify the allusions. (Identifying) 

Text s Allusions 

"I was not born in a manger. I was 

actually born on Krypton and sent 

here by my father, Jor-el, to save the 

Planet Earth." 

(Senator Barack Obama, speech at a 

fund-raiser for Catholic charities, 

October 16, 2008) 

 

"Camila didn't like to spend money. 

She was no Scrooge, but she seldom 

purchased anything except the bare 

necessities". 

 

“Often it does seem a pity that Noah 

and his party did not miss the boat” 

 

He wasn´t my type, except that he 

had the qualities of Midas.  

 

Get off that roof! Who do you think 

you are, Spiderman? 

 

The new software dos not include a  
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Trojan Horse. 

It is a giant challenge, so you´d best 

bring your slingshot. 

 

To wash one´s hands of it.  

 
USING INFERENCE (Identifying) 

Sometimes someone will try to tell you something without coming right out and 
saying it. He will imply it. When you understand what is implied, you infer. 
Sometimes you can infer the truth even when the speaker or writer isn’t trying to be 
helpful. That’s called “reading between the lines.” 

See if you can infer an implied or hidden message in each of the following 
selections. 

Turner almost wished that he hadn’t listened to the radio. He went to the 
closet and grabbed his umbrella. He would feel silly carrying it to the bus stop on 
such a sunny morning. 

1. Which probably happened? 
a. Turner realized that he had an unnatural fear of falling radio parts. 
b. Turner had promised himself to do something silly that morning. 
c. Turner had heard a weather forecast that predicted rain. 
d. Turner planned to trade his umbrella for a bus ride. 
 

“Larry, as your boss, I must say it’s been very interesting working with you,” 
Miss Valdez said. “However, it seems that our company’s needs and your 
performance style are not well matched. Therefore, it makes me very sad to have 
to ask you to resign your position effective today.”  
2. What was Miss Valdez telling Larry? 
a. She would feel really bad if he decided to quit. 
b. He was being fired. 
c. He was getting a raise in pay. 
d. She really enjoyed having him in the office. 
 

No, Honey, I don’t want you to spend a lot of money 
on my birthday present. Just having you for a husband is the only gift I need. In 
fact, I’ll just drive my old rusty bucket of bolts down to the mall and buy myself a 
little present. And if the poor old car doesn't break down, I’ll be back soon.  
3. What is the message? 
a. I don’t want a gift. 
b. Buy me a new car. 
c. The mall is fun. 
d. I’ll carry a bucket for you. 
 

Bill and Jessica were almost done taking turns choosing the players for their 
teams. It was Jessica’s turn to choose, and only Kurt was left. 

Jessica said, “Kurt.”  
4. We can infer that ________ 
a. Kurt is not a very good player. 
b. Jessica was pleased to have Kurt on her team. 
c. Kurt was the best player on either team. 
d. Jessica was inconsiderate of Kurt’s feelings. 
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D-Vocabulary  
Find the Words to Own in the word search and complete the table below. (Coding 
and decoding) 
 

Words to Own 
 

N F J A C R M Q U M R A Z K U 

K O B B R O N A S X A O N R N 

T G I C E V D I K W M X O Z W 

V G R T Z M E H W X P F I A T 

Q H D H A H B O J I A V T G P 

E R V U T C D O G U R V A D L 

T L Z Y E Y I I D F T X T Y G 

Q I L U S G G L W I S U N N B 

V O K S W W R H P O E Z A A H 

P H E C A J J U Y P P S C T Q 

A Y C X J Z Y I O R U U N I O 

E N U N C I A T E C V S I L N 

D E L F I T S K L C S Z J Q N 

X A R S R Z G Z I Y T I W T J 

Q V O E X E J Q B F W I S F I 

 
 

Definitions  Words to Own 

1. repetitive prayer, utterance, or recitation.  

2 . broad embankments for defense against attack.  

3. represents  

 4. cause of serious trouble or suffering  

5. extended journey.  

6. articulate. enunciate 

7. chant of words that is meant to produce a magical.  

8. smothered.  

9. humble request.  

10. belief in more than one god.  
 


