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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
7TH GRADE 
2010-2011 

 
TEACHER:  Mauricio Martinez Martinez 
   
GUIDE: 7    Estimated Time: From February 11th to March 4th (14hours) 
 
UNIT: 3 
 
TOPIC: WE REMEMBER 
 
Subtopics: 

a. Reading selection: “A Tribute to Martin Luther King. Jr.” By Alice 
Walker. 

b. Literary genre: speech. 
c. Reading skills: implied main idea. 
d. Literary devices: tone and motive. 
e. Writer´s workshop: write an autobiographical incident. Include setting, 

characters´ feelings and roles. 
f. RESEARCH: project /Social studies: research the most important events in 

the civil rights movement. 
g. Words to Own 

 
PERFORMANCES 

 Identifies the Main Idea in a story 

 Differentiates Tone. 

 Identifies Time and Setting in a story 

 Mentally represents Motive 

 Analyzes Autobiography as a person´s account 

 Codes and decodes Words to Own 

 Analyzes and synthesizes “A Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” 

 Uses divergent thinking in expressing ideas through “A place called home”  
 
 
CONTENT FRAMEWORK 
The given topics and subtopics are taken from Elements of Literature, Third 
CourseHolt, Rinehart and Winston, a Harcourt company. 

 Elements of Literature: Main Idea pp 366, 372 

 Words to own pp 366, 372 

  “ A Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” by Alice Walker pp 
366, 372 

 Creative Writing: Write about a place you love. p 373 
 
NEW VOCABULARY 
Look up the following words in an English-English dictionary, write their 
definitions on your notebook and learn a synonym in order to be used in 
context.   
 
1.abandonment 7.buried 13.dispossession 19.heritage 25.owned 
2.ancestral 8.cemetery 14.dozens 20.hips 26.preaching 

3.assuredly 9.colossal 15.embody 21.inherited 27.recently 

4.birthplace 10.conscience 16.embrace 22.largely 28.reconstruction 
5.bitter 11.cruelly 17.ephemeral 23.maiden 29.rotted 

6.brutality 12.disinherited 18.handcuffed 24.memories 30.sensibility 

 
 

November 14th, 2010 
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HOMEWORK 
 

SUBTOPICS HOMEWORK 

Reading selection: “A Tribute to 
Martin Luther King. Jr.” By Alice 
Walker. 

Scan and skim  “A Tribute to Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.” pp 366. Extract the main 
idea of the story and prepare an oral report. 

Literary genre Refine the speech about racism and 
segregation. 

Reading skills Do practice and application exercises. 

Literary devices Do practice and application exercises. 

Writer´s workshop  write an autobiographical incident. Include 
setting, characters´ feelings and roles. 

Research project /Social studies: research the most 
important events in the civil rights 
movement. 

Words to Own Extract and write meaningful sentences with 
the Words to own. 

 
 
CONTENT EVALUATION 
Answer the following questions. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
    
1. What is the main idea in the story? Express the main idea in your own words. 
2. What contributions did Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr have on American life? 
3. According to the author, what gifts did Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. have? 
4. What role did television play in the Civil Rights Movement?  
5. How did seeing Dr. King’s resistance change Walker’s ideas about her future? 
 
Words to Own:  
Consider answers to the following questions. (Coding and decoding) 
1- What groups of people in the world today are fighting a history of 
dispossession? 
2- How would you describe the average teenager’s sensibility? as idealistic? 
cynical? carefree? something else? Give examples to support your views. 
3- What values would you like to embody in your own life? 
4- Name four beautiful things that are ephemeral. 
 
PRACTICE AND APPLICATION 
Read the following information about literary elements and do the exercises below. 
(Identifying) 
 
Literary Elements 
Write the following literary elements on the line provided. 
 

MOTIF MAIN IDEA AUTOBIOGRAPHY TONE SETTING 

 
_______________: A non-fictional account of a person's life--usually a celebrity, an 
important historical figure, or a writer--written by that actual person.  
 
_______________: A conspicuous recurring element, such as a type of incident, a 
device, a reference, or verbal formula, which appears frequently in works of 
literature. 
________________: The means of creating a relationship or conveying an attitude 
or mood. The tone might be formal or informal, playful, ironic, optimistic, 
pessimistic, or sensual. To illustrate the difference, two different novelists might 
write stories about capitalism.  
 
 Author #1 creates a tale in which an impoverished but hard-working young 

lad pulls himself out of the slums when he applies himself to his education, 
and he becomes a wealthy, contented middle-class citizen who leaves his 
past behind him, never looking back at that awful human cesspool from 
which he rose.  
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 Author #2 creates a tale in which a dirty street-rat skulks his way out of the 

slums by abandoning his family and going off to college, and he greedily 
hoards his money in a gated community and ignores the suffering of his 
former "equals," whom he leaves behind in his selfish desire to get ahead.  

 
 Note that both author #1 and author #2 basically present the same plotline. 

While the first author's writing creates a tale of optimism and hope, the 
second author shapes the same tale into a story of bitterness and cynicism. 
The difference is in their respective tones--the way they convey their 
attitudes about particular characters and subject-matter. Note that in poetry, 
tone is often called voice. 

 
_______________: It is the most important thing the paragraph says about the 
topic. The topic is what a paragraph is all about. The main idea of a passage or 
reading is the central thought or message. In contrast to the term topic, which 
refers to the subject under discussion, the term main idea refers to the point or 
thought being expressed. The difference between a topic and a main idea will 
become clearer to you if you imagine yourself overhearing a conversation in which 
your name is repeatedly mentioned. When you ask your friends what they were 
discussing, they say they were talking about you. At that point, you have the topic 
but not the main idea. Undoubtedly, you wouldn’t be satisfied until you learned 
what your friends were saying about this particular topic. You would probably 
pester them until you knew the main idea, until you knew, that is, exactly what they 
were saying about your personality, appearance, or behavior. The same principle 
applies to reading. The topic is seldom enough. You also need to discover the 
main idea.  
 
Term for literary analysis: Main idea 
 
While she lived, the Mexican painter Frida Kahlo was known mainly as the wife of 
the famed muralist Diego Rivera. Yet in the decades since her death, Kahlo has 
become hugely famous in her own right and is probably now better known than her 
husband. In 1990, Kahlo became the first Mexican artist to break the one million 
mark at an auction. The vivid, self-portraits that Kahlo created in the thirties and 
forties continue to be widely sought after by collectors willing to pay high prices for 
her paintings. Although Kahlo is often described as a painter intent on exploring 
her own personal reality, many of her paintings include references to Mexico’s 
political and social history. It’s not surprising, then, that in 1985, the Mexican 
government publicly proclaimed her work a national treasure. 
Imprecise Main Idea: Unfortunately, the painter Frida Kahlo spent her life in the 
shadow of her famous husband, the muralist, Diego Rivera. 
Revised Main Idea:  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
____________ 
 
Main idea short test 

Directions: Read each passage. Then circle the letter of the statement that 
effectively sums up the main idea. 

1. A number of recent books with titles like Raising Cain, Real Boys, and Lost Boys 
all focus on the same issue: Today’s teenaged boys are feeling more anxiety than 
ever before about their physical appearance. Bombarded by advertising featuring 
well-muscled, semi-clad young men, teenage boys are experiencing what teenage 
girls have been coping with for years. They are afraid that they cannot possibly live 
up to the media’s idealized image of their gender. Young boys below the average 
in height, weight, or both suffer the most. Often, they are brutally teased by their 
brawnier peers. Some react to the ridicule by heading for the gym and lifting 
weights. Yet even those who successfully “bulk up” don’t like feeling that they are 
considered worthless if they lose their hard-won muscle tone. Others, convinced 
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that no amount of body building can help, often withdraw from social contact with 
their peers. This is their way of avoiding taunts about their size or shape. Still, they 
are understandably angry at being badly treated because of their body type. 
Although school psychologists generally recognize that boys today are having 
severe body image problems, they are at a loss about what to do to solve those 
problems. 

Main Idea 

a. More than in previous generations, teenaged boys are getting into body building. 

b. Teenaged boys today are showing more anxiety about their physical 
appearance than did boys of previous generations.  
 
_______________: It refers to the background in which the story takes place. 
There are several components necessary to create a setting: Place. This usually 
refers to the geographical location of the story. The story may move from one place 
to another. For example, a story may begin in a particular city in England. By the 
middle of the story, the character(s) may find themselves in other locations within 
England. Time. First, this refers to the period of history, if the story is set in the 
past. If the story could happen now or at some recent unspecified time, we say that 
it is "contemporary." If it is a science fiction story, it may be set in the future. Time 
also refers to the season, month, and even time of day. Climate/Weather. This is 
an aspect of setting which can be important to the novel. If the story begins in the 
midst of a hurricane, it is significant to the story. 
 
 
TONE, MOTIVE AND SETTING 
Read the speech that Martin Luther king, Jr. did in the Abraham Lincoln Museum in 
Washington D.C. and complete the chart. (Identifying) 
 
“I HAVE A DREAM” by MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 

I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest 
demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation. 

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand 
today, signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a 
great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the 
flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of 
their captivity. 

But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, 
the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the 
chains of discrimination. One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely 
island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred 
years later, the Negro is still languished in the corners of American society and 
finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we've come here today to dramatize 
a shameful condition. 

In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects 
of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration 
of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American 
was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, black men as well as 
white men, would be guaranteed the "unalienable Rights" of "Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness." It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this 
promissory note, insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring 
this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check 
which has come back marked "insufficient funds." 

But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe 
that there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. And 
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so, we've come to cash this check, a check that will give us upon demand the 
riches of freedom and the security of justice. 

We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency 
of Now. This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the 
tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to make real the promises of 
democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of 
segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from 
the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time 
to make justice a reality for all of God's children. 

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This 
sweltering summer of the Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass until there is 
an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, 
but a beginning. And those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and 
will now be content will have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as 
usual. And there will be neither rest nor tranquility in America until the Negro is 
granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the 
foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice emerges. 

But there is something that I must say to my people, who stand on the warm 
threshold which leads into the palace of justice: In the process of gaining our 
rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy 
our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We must 
forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We must 
not allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and 
again, we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul 
force. 

The marvelous new militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not 
lead us to a distrust of all white people, for many of our white brothers, as 
evidenced by their presence here today, have come to realize that their destiny is 
tied up with our destiny. And they have come to realize that their freedom is 
inextricably bound to our freedom.  

We cannot walk alone. 

And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead. 

We cannot turn back. 

There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will you be 
satisfied?" We can never be satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the 
unspeakable horrors of police brutality. We can never be satisfied as long as our 
bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels of the 
highways and the hotels of the cities. We cannot be satisfied as long as the negro's 
basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We can never be satisfied as 
long as our children are stripped of their self-hood and robbed of their dignity by 
signs stating: "For Whites Only." We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in 
Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New York believes he has nothing for which 
to vote. No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until "justice rolls 
down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream."¹ 

I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and 
tribulations. Some of you have come fresh from narrow jail cells. And some of you 
have come from areas where your quest -- quest for freedom left you battered by 
the storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have 
been the veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with the faith that 
unearned suffering is redemptive. Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go 
back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the 
slums and ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation can 
and will be changed.  
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Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my friends. 

And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a 
dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream. 

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of 
its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal." 

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves 
and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of 
brotherhood. 

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with 
the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into 
an oasis of freedom and justice. 

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they 
will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.  

I have a dream today! 

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its 
governor having his lips dripping with the words of "interposition" and "nullification" 
-- one day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join 
hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. 

I have a dream today! 

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and 
mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked 
places will be made straight; "and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all 
flesh shall see it together."2 

This is our hope, and this is the faith that I go back to the South with. 

With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of 
hope. With this faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation 
into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work 
together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for 
freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. 

And this will be the day -- this will be the day when all of God's children will be able 
to sing with new meaning: 

My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing.  

Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrim's pride,  

From every mountainside, let freedom ring!  

And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. 

And so let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. 

Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York. 

Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania.  

Let freedom ring from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado. 

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California. 
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But not only that: 

Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia. 

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee. 

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi. 

From every mountainside, let freedom ring. 

And when this happens, when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from 
every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to 
speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and 
Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words 
of the old Negro spiritual: 

                Free at last! Free at last! 

                Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!3 

 

 

I HAVE A DREAM 
BY  

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 
TIME SETTING MOTIF (Motive) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GRAPHIC SUMMARY 
Students will have to get the main idea and supporting details from the selection “A 
Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr” by Alice Walker and complete the chart. 
 
CONCEPTS: 

1. time 
2. setting 
3. motive 
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RESEARCHPROJECT 
 
 

FUNDACION GIMNASIO LOS PORTALES 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

LITERATURE 

2009 -2010 

 

Name: __________________________Grade:_____   Date:________________ 

      

-We Remember- 

Mini-Scale Project  

Due on / due by: ___________ 

DIRECTIONS 

 With eloquence and style Martin Luther King. Jr., brought the message of 

civil rights to a world television audience. Research his life and tell the class 

his accomplishments and positive change he made in the society.   

 

GUIDELINES 

1. Use history books and online search about his hardships and successes 

and prepare an oral report. 

2. Present his biography to the class and use his famous speech to get a 

memorable image of what he had wanted for the humanity.  

 

Tasks Due date Student`s 

signature 

Teachers` 

initials 

1. Search about Martin Luther King´s 

Life.  

Friday, 

February 25  

  

2. Present a first person report. Friday, March  

4 
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FINAL EVALUATION 
Answer the following exercises based on the selection.  (Analyzing and 
synthesizing) 
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