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ENGLISH AREA 
ENGLISH LITERATURE 

6TH GRADE 
2010-2011 

 
TEACHER: Mr. Mauricio Martinez Martinez 
GUIDE: 7                                            From: March 23rd to April 23rd (16 hours) 
UNIT: 4  
TOPIC: CREATIVE SOLUTIONS  
SUBTOPICS: 

a. Reading selection:"Seventh Grade” by Gary Soto. 
b. Literary genre: short story. 
c. Reading skills: drawing conclusions. 
d. Literary devices: figurative language and characterization. 
e. Writer´s workshop: write a story episode of another problem that Victor may 

face in the school year. 
f. Vocabulary power  

 

PERFORMANCES 

 Analyzes and synthesizes the story "Seventh Grade” by Gary Soto 

 Identifies the characteristics of Short story 

 Differentiates the types of figurative language. 

 Codes and decodes new vocabulary 

 Uses divergent thinking in writing a narrative and doing research projects 

 Compares and contrasts the different types of characterization 

  

CONTENT FRAMEWORK 

The following subtopics can be found on Trophies Timeless Treasures (Theme I). 
Harcourt. 

 Short story p 488 

 Vocabulary Power pp 489-500 

  "Seventh Grade” by Gary Soto. 

 Creative writing project: Story episode p 50. 

 

NEW VOCABULARY 
 
Complete the vocabulary in the notebook. Look up the meaning according to the topic 
context by using the dictionary.  
 
1. aisle 2. conviction 3. giggled 4. rosebushes 5. sweetly 
6. bother 7. crackling 8. herded  9. scowl 10. uncertainly 
11. bouquets 12. cute 13. propelled 14. sheepishly 15. waddled down 
16. bump 17. dreadful 18. quiver 19. shuffled 20. water fountain 
21. bustled 22. elective 23. quiver 24. stare 25. wisps 
26. catechism 27. ferocity 28. rippled 29. steel-edged ruler 30. wobbly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 25th,  2010 
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HOMEWORK 
 

Subtopics Homework 

a. Reading selection:"Seventh 

Grade” by Gary Soto. 

Scan and skim  “Seventh Grade” pp 489-500 

and send a reflection log to www.mrtz08.com 

b. Literary genre: short story. Define short story. 

c. Reading skills: drawing 

conclusions. 

Write a situation in which your classmates 

have to draw conclusions 

d. Literary devices: figurative 

language and characterization. 

Write a short t description of a person you 

know using S.T.E.A.L. 

e. Writer´s workshop:  Write a story episode of another problem 

that Victor may face in the school year. 

f. Vocabulary power  Extract the vocabulary power from the 

reading and write one meaningful 

sentence.   

 
 
CONTENT EVALUATION 

Answer the questions based on the story “Seventh Grade”. (Analyzing and 

Synthesizing) 

 

a) Why is “Seventh Grade” placed in the theme making a difference? 

b) Why does Victor behave so differently in Math class and in French class? 

c) Identify and explain on example of figurative language that the author uses to 

describe Victor’s feelings in French class. 

d) If you could interview Gary Soto, what questions would you ask about this story? 

e) Compare “Seventh Grade” with “The Best School Year Ever” What similarities do 

you see? 

f) In what moments do you scowl? 

g) What are some elective classes that you take in Portales?   
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PRACTICE AND APPLICATION 
REALISTIC FICTION 
Match the cover of the book in the left column with the synopsis of the Realistic Fiction 
story in the right column. Write the letter on the line provided. (Analyzing and 
Synthesizing) 
 

 

 

_____1-The story's main character Wanda Petronski, a Polish-

American girl from a poor family, is teased by classmates at school for 

being different and for saying she has one hundred dresses at home 

while she is wearing the same faded dress to school every day. Only 

after Wanda's absence from school do Maddie and Peggy find out the 

true story about the one hundred dresses and try to make amends. 

"_______________", one of the best chapter books of the 20th century, 

appeals to kids in second grade through sixth grade. 

 
                            

 

 

_____2-It tells a heartwarming story about love, friendship and 

tolerance. Main characters of the realistic fiction book are Opal Buloni, 

a 10-year-old girl, and Winn-Dixie, the dog she has found in the town 

grocery store. Opal has just moved to Naomi, Florida with her preacher 

father. Her mother left them seven years ago. Because of Winn-Dixie, 

Opal makes new friends. Among them are Gloria Dump, a kind old 

lady called a witch by children, Miss Franny Block, a librarian who 

loves to tell stories, and Otis, a pet shop worker who plays music to 

animals. These quirky characters are part of the charm of the chapter 

book. "_______________" appeals to children in 4th grade through 7th 

grade. 

 

 
 

_____3-In the chapter book "_______________", by John Reynolds 

Gardiner, main character little Willy enters a dogsled race in order to 

win prize money and save his grandfather's farm from tax collectors. 

One of the other racers is Stone Fox, a Native American who has never 

lost a dog sled race. Children in third grade through sixth grade will 

enjoy this inspiring story about little Willy and his loyal dog 

Searchlight. "Stone Fox" is a great book to read aloud. 

 
 

 

 

_____4-"__________" by Judy Blume is a funny easy chapter book in 

the genre of realistic fiction. Main character Andrew Marcus wants 

freckles after noticing his classmate Nicky has them. In fact, Andrew 

wants freckles so bad that he buys a secret recipe for freckle juice from 

Sharon for fifty cents, his five-week allowance. But freckle juice does 

not work as expected. Andrew has to draw fake freckles with a blue 

marker. At school, Andrew's teacher gives him a "freckle remover" to 

remove the blue freckles. Children in second grade and third grade will 

enjoy reading this humorous story. 

 

 
 

 

 

_____5-"_______________" is one of the best children's books in the 

genre of realistic fiction. Louise Fitzhugh creates a memorable 

character in Harriet, who likes to write down everything about 

everybody in her notebook, including her friends, her classmates and 

the people she observes on her spy route. Harriet Welsch has a lot to 

cope with. Her beloved nanny departs. Her classmates, including her 

best friends, turn against her after reading her notebook. Kids in 4th 

grade through 7th grade will enjoy the honest portrayal of this 11-year-

old girl. 

 

 
    
 

http://www.agatebooks.com/children-authors/louise-fitzhugh/harriet-the-spy.html
http://www.agatebooks.com/children-authors/john-reynolds-gardiner/stone-fox-paperback.html
http://www.agatebooks.com/children-authors/kate-dicamillo/because-of-winn-dixie.html
http://www.agatebooks.com/children-authors/eleanor-estes/hundred-dresses-paperback.html
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REALISTIC FICTION PPTX 
Students will watch the presentation of Realistic Fiction and will complete the chart with 
their own information. (Analyzing and Synthesizing) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Realistic fiction for me is… 

 

Realistic fiction stories we read in 
Mr.Mrtz´s class in Fundacion Gimnasio 
Los Portales,Col. 
 
 
 
 
They are Realistic Fiction books because.. 
 

 

According to this information, realistic 
fiction is… 

 

The characteristics I think Realistic Fiction 
stories should have are … 

 

Some elements Realistic Fiction stories 
have… 
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SCHOOL POEM 
Read the poem and discuss why it may be used for a Realistic Fiction story. (Divergent 
thinking) 

“When studying, we always think it is a burden but don't think about the benefits of 
studying. This poem is all about students’ life and their joys. I contribute this poem to all 
those kids who undergo pressure from their parents to get good marks.” 

Students Life 
© Rhea .Nitin. Muthane 
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NARRATIVE ELEMENTS CHART 
Students will complete the “Big Question” graphic with the narrative elements of 
“Seventh Grade”. (Analyzing and Synthesizing) 
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DRAWING CONCLUSIONS  
 

 

 

 

Read the following passage and answer the questions. You will need to use the 
information given to draw conclusions based on what you know. (Analyzing and 
Synthesizing) 

 
     Mary went downstairs. There was an aroma in the air. The table was set with warm 
blueberry muffins, freshly squeezed orange juice, and brewed coffee. A note was left on 
the table. It said, "Dear Mary, Have a great day. Good Luck at your new job. Love, Dan" 
Next to the note there was a wrapped present with a bow on top. 

Who is Mary?  

A: a wife 

B: a husband 

C: a baker 

D: a nice person 

 
 
What time of day is it?  

A: morning 

B: afternoon 

C: evening 

 
 
Based on the information in the passage, what does aroma probably mean?  

A: someting pretty 

B: something nice 

C: something that smells 

 
 
There was brewed coffee on the table. What does brewed mean?  

A: old 

B: made 

C: plain 

 
 
What was the purpose of the note?  

A: to inform 

B: to entertain 

C: to congratulate 

D: to thank 
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DRAWING CONCLUSIONS  
Read the information about drawing conclusions and answer the questions. (Analyzing 
and Synthesizing) 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Page 9 of 13                                                                                                                    

DRAWING CONCLUSIONS CARTOON 

 What can you conclude from the situation? (Divergent thinking) 
 

 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
CHARACTERIZATION  
Watch and read the presentation about Characterization and do the exercise. 
(Identifying) 
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CHARACTERIZATION 
Read the story in the left column of the chart. Then complete the right column. 
(Analyzing and Synthesizing) 
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FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE 
 
Part 1: Matching 
Directions: Match each word on the left-hand side with its definition on the right. 
(Differentiating) 
 
Figure  

 
Definition  

1. _____ simile a) A comparison between two unlike things in which one thing 
becomes another. (Does NOT use the words “like,” “as,” 
“resembles” or “than.”) 

2. _____ metaphor b) A kind of figurative language where a non-human thing or quality 
is talked about as if it were human. 

3. _____ personification c) The simplest form of figurative language where two unlike things 
are compared using the words “like,” “as,” “resembles” or “than.” 

 
Part 2: Metaphors 
   
Metaphors are comparisons that show how two things that are not alike in most ways 
are similar in one important way. Metaphors are a way to describe something. Authors 
use them to make their writing more interesting or entertaining. Unlike similes that use 
the words “as” or “like” to make a comparison, metaphors state that something is 
something else.  
 
Read the statements that contain metaphors in italics. Then complete the statements 
that explain the metaphors. (Analyzing and Synthesizing) 
  
1. Brian was a wall, bouncing every tennis ball back over the net. 
This metaphor compares Brian to a wall because __________. 
a. He was very strong. 
b. He was very tall. 
c. He kept returning the balls. 
d. His body was made of cells. 
  
2. We would have had more pizza to eat if Tammy hadn’t been such a hog. 
Tammy was being compared to a hog because she 
__________. 
a. looked like a hog 
b. ate like a hog 
c. smelled like a hog 
d. was as smart as a hog 
  
3. Cindy was such a mule. We couldn’t get her to change her mind. 
The metaphor compares Cindy to a mule because she was __________. 
a. always eating oats 
b. able to do hard work 
c. raised on a farm 
d. very stubborn 
  
4. The poor rat didn’t have a chance. Our old cat, a bolt of lightning, caught his prey. 
The cat was compared to a bolt of lightning because he was __________. 
a. very fast 
b. very bright 
c. not fond of fleas 
d. very old 
  
5. Even a child could carry my dog, Dogface, around for hours. He’s such a feather. 
This metaphor implies that Dogface __________. 
a. is not cute 
b. looks like a bird 
c. is not heavy 
d. can fly  
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GRAPHIC SUMMARY 
Students will make a mind map to summarize all the information of the guide. 
 
 
CONCEPTS  

 Drawing conclusions 

 Characterization  

 Short story 
 
 
RESEARCH  
 

PROJECT 
FUNDACION GIMNASIO LOS PORTALES 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
LITERATURE 

2010 -2011 
 
Name: __________________________Grade:_____   Date: ________________ 
      

California Earthquakes 
Mini-Scale Project – Part I 

Due on / due by: ___________ 
DIRECTIONS 

 Victor and his friends live in Fresno, California, where residents experience 
earthquakes. Find information about an earthquake in California.  

 
GUIDELINES 

1. Make a poster to share your findings with classmates. Include information such 
as the earthquake’s magnitude, the location of the epicentre, and how the 
earthquake affected residents. 

2. Be careful. Plagiarism is not allowed. You have to cite sources of information. 
 
CHECKLIST 

Tasks Due date Student`s 
signature 

Teachers` 
initials 

1. Search about Earthquakes. Friday, March 
26 

  

2. Design the poster to be presented 
in class. 

Friday, April  
16 

  

 

FINAL EVALUATION 

A- Answer the following questions based on the story “Seventh Grade” by Gary Soto. 

(Analyzing and Synthesizing) 

1. “Seventh Grade” is a narrative. How is this form of writing different from a persuasive 
text? 
 
2. In the first paragraphs (a) who is speaking? (b) How do you know? 
 
3. What is the theme of the story? Why do you think so? 
 
4. Analyze a character. How do his/her words and actions influence the thoughts and/or 
actions of another character? 
 
5. What is the author’s attitude towards Mr. Bueller as shown through his words and 
actions? 
 
6. This story is told from whose point of view? Why would the author choose to tell this 
story using this point of view? 
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7. How does the author show the readers how much Victor likes Theresa? Use 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 
 
8. What main literacy devices does the author use to give insight into the characters and 
advance? Provide evidence from the text to support your answer? 
 
9. In one of the paragraphs, the author says, “The rosebuds of shame on his face 
became bouquets of love.” What are the actions that led to this change of feeling in 
Victor? 
 
10. The paragraph in which the author says that Victor managed to “catch her eye.” 
What is the meaning of this idiom? 
 
11. The paragraph in which the highlighted word, sheepishly is used, refers to? How do 
you know? 
 
B-Writing Section: Write a short essay about an experience in your school. Compare 
your essay to the story. (Divergent thinking) 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 


