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ENGLISH AREA 
ENGLISH LITERATURE 

6TH GRADE 
2010-2011 

 
TEACHER: Mr. Mauricio Martinez Martinez 
GUIDE: 8     
UNIT: 4                                                               From: April 26th to May 28th (20 hours) 
TOPIC:  CREATIVE SOLUTIONS  
SUBTOPICS: 

a. Reading selection:“Cybersurfer” by Nyla Ahmad. 
b. Literary genre: Expository Nonfiction. 
c. Reading skills: the steps of a process. 
d. Literary devices: Fact and Opinion. 
e. Writer´s workshop: write an imaginary e-mail to a friend or family member. Be 

sure to follow the rules of netiquette. 
f. Research project -Math: conduct a poll of your classmates to find out how many 

times a week they use the internet. Then interpret students´ answers and report 
their findings. 

g. Vocabulary power  

 

PERFORMANCES 

 

 Analyzes and synthesizes the selection "Cybersurfer” by Nyla Ahmad 
 Differentiates the characteristics of Expository NonFiction on varied types of 

writing 

 Codes and decodes new vocabulary 

 Differentiates Fact and Opinion 

 Uses divergent thinking on writing and doing research projects. 

 

CONTENT FRAMEWORK 

The following subtopics can be found on Trophies Timeless Treasures (Theme I). 
Harcourt. 

 " Cybersurfer”” by Nyla Ahmad pp668-683 

 Expository Non-Fiction  p 668 

 New vocabulary pp668-683 

 Fact and Opinion pp690-691 

 
NEW VOCABULARY 
 

1. amplified 2. buddy 3. emoticons 4. prank 5. string 

6. barrage 7. code 8. interactive 9. protocol 10. subdomain 

11. boldfaced 12. combination 13. logging 14. routing 15. swearing 

16. bombarded 17. cyberpals 18. modem 19. rudeness 20. transmission 

21. boost 22. cybersurfer 23. online 24. snail-mail 25. yawn 

26. browser 27. dots 28. onslaught 29. spamming 30. zip 
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HOMEWORK 
 

Subtopics Homework 

Reading selection:“Cybersurfer” 

by Nyla Ahmad. 

Scan and skim  “Cybersurfer” by Nyla Ahmad 

Literary genre Define nonfiction and provide an example.  

Literary devices -Read an English newspaper article and bring 

one fact and one opinion. 

Writer´s workshop  Write an imaginary e-mail to a friend or family 

member. Be sure to follow the rules of 

netiquette. 

Research project - Conduct a poll of your classmates to find out 

how many times a week they use the internet. 

Then interpret students´ answers and report 

their findings. 

Vocabulary power  -Rewrite at least ten sentences that use the 

Vocabulary Power from the reading. 

-Do Vocabulary Power exercise in practice and 

application. 

 
 
CONTENT EVALUATION 
Answer the following questions based on the selection “Cybersurfer” (Analyzing and 

synthesizing) 

a) How do cyber surfers use the internet to explore new “worlds”? 

b) Why do you think the cartoon illustrations were used in this selection instead of 

realistic pictures? 

c) How do you think the author feels about the interactive world of the internet? Explain 

your answer. 

d) Do you think the author`s informal style is appropriate to the topic and audience? 

Why or why not? 

e) Explain a reading strategy that helped you understand this selection. 

f) Why do you think “Cybersurfer” belongs to the theme Expanding Worlds? Explain. 

g) What questions do you still have about using the internet to find information and to 

communicate? 

h) Define the term Expository Nonfiction. 
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PRACTICE AND APPLICATION 
 
NONFICTION CHART 
Complete the author´s purpose column with the following intentions: to inform, to 
persuade or to entertain. The intentions may be used more than once.(Differentiating ) 
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NONFICTION STORY 
Read the story and answer the questions. (Analyzing and synthesizing) 
 
Sue Ragland 

The Hero 

My mother's parents came from Hungary, but my grandfather was educated in Germany. Even 

though Hungarian was his native language, he preferred German to all the other languages he 

spoke. It seems he was able to hold a conversation in nine languages, but was most comfortable 

in German. Every morning, before going to his office, he read the German language newspaper, 

which was American owned and published in New York.  

     My grandfather was the only one in his family to come to the United States. He still had 

relatives living in Europe. When the first World War broke out, he lamented the fact that if my 

uncle, his only son had to go, it would be cousin fighting against cousin. In the early days of the 

war, my grandmother implored him to stop taking the German newspaper and to take an English 

language paper, instead. He scoffed at the idea, explaining that the fact that it was in German did 

not make it a German newspaper, but only an American newspaper, printed in German. But my 

grandmother insisted, if only that the neighbors not see him read it and think he was German. So, 

under duress, he finally gave up the German newspaper.  

     One day, the inevitable happened and my Uncle Milton received his draft notice. My 

Grandparents were very upset, but my mother, his little sister was ecstatic. Now she could brag 

about her soldier brother going off to war. She was ten years old and my uncle, realizing how he 

was regarded by his little sister and all of her friends, went out and bought them all service pins, 

which meant that they had a loved one in the service. All the little girls were delighted. When the 

day came for him to leave, his whole regiment, in their uniforms, left together from the same 

train station. There was a band playing and my mother and her friends came to see him off. Each 

one wore her service pin and waved a small American flag, cheering the boys, as they left.  

     The moment came and the soldiers, all rookies, none of whom had had any training, but who 

had nevertheless all been issued, uniforms, boarded the train. The band played and the crowd 

cheered. Although no one noticed, I'm sure my grandmother had a tear in her eye for the only 

son, going off to war. The train groaned as if it knew the destiny to which it was taking its 

passengers, but it soon it began to move. Still cheering and waving their flags, the band still 

playing, the train slowly departed the station.  

      It had gone about a thousand yards when it suddenly ground to a halt. The band stopped 

playing, the crowd stopped cheering. Everyone gazed in wonder as the train slowly backed up 

and returned to the station. It seemed an eternity until the doors opened and the men started to 

file out. Someone shouted, "It's the armistice. The war is over." For a moment, nobody moved, 

but then the people heard someone bark orders at the soldiers. The men lined up formed into two 

lines, walked down the steps and, with the band in tow, playing a Sousa march, paraded down 

the street, as returning heroes, to be welcomed home by the assembled throng. As soon as the 

parade ended they were, immediately, mustered out of the army. My mother said it was a great 

day, but she was just a little disappointed that it didn't last a tiny bit longer. The next day my 

uncle returned to his job, and my grandfather resumed reading the German newspaper, which he 

read until the day he died.  

 
Answer the following questions based on the reading. 

1- What is one event that makes this story to be in the nonfiction genre? 
2- Why is this selection a nonfiction story?  
3- What type or form of writing is it? 
4- What is the author´s purpose? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.eastoftheweb.com/cgi-bin/read_db.pl?search_field=author_id&search_for=SueRagland&order_by=author_last,title&page=1
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CYBERSURFER NONFICTION PASSAGE 
Underline at least three facts that make this short passage an expository nonfiction text. 
One fact has been highlighted as an example. (Identifying) 
 

CyberSurfer 
by Nyla Ahmad 

Get Set for the Net!  
The Internet, or "Net" for short, is a worldwide network of computer networks. What's that? 

Think of a spider spinning its web. First the spider spins a few strands of silk joined in diamond-

shaped sections. As the web grows, the sections are attached to more sections. On and on the 

spider goes, building more sections and attaching them to the rest until, finally, the web is 

complete. The Internet is like a spider's web except that, instead of silk, the Internet "weaves" 

telephone lines to create sections of linked computers. Computer experts began creating the 

Internet by linking a few computers together to form a group, or network. Then they linked, or 

hooked up, this first network to other networks with cables, microwaves, satellites, and the other 

high-tech systems that carry electronic information around the world.  

A spider's web houses one spider, but the Net's web of computers is home to more than 40 

million scientists, teachers, journalists, librarians, business people, and kids like you. The Internet 

web is set up to catch information, not flies. All kinds of information--messages, books, photos, 

video, and sound--travel across the web in just a few seconds. And, just as a spider wanders 

around its web, walking along interconnected strands of silk, Internet users wander the worldwide 

web of computers to get at some incredible stuff. 

 
Vocabulary Power 
Read the instruction and complete the lines. (Coding and decoding)  
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FACT OR OPINION 
Read the text and do the exercise. (Differentiating) 
 

 
 

Much of what you read in newspapers or magazines is a mix of factual information 

and the opinions of the author. Often the opinions are disguised as fact, to make the 

author's argument seem more believable. For example: 

"Registration and control of firearms in Canada is not supported by the Canadian 

public, and will not lead to a decrease in gun-related crime in Canada." 

 

The statement in red is a fact. (Notice, though, that even 'facts' can be misleading if 

not explained. What does 'supported' mean? The implication is that most people don't 

support gun control, but the actual figures indicate about a 50-50 split.) 

 

The statement in blue is an opinion. It is obviously a conclusion, since we don't know 

what is going to happen. 
 

There is nothing wrong with mixing opinions and fact together in an argument, of 

course ... it's done all the time. What is important is that the reader be able to 

distinguish the fact from the opinion, in order to make a sound judgment about the 

information they are receiving! 

 
 

The exercise on this page will help you to recognize facts and distinguish them from 

opinions.  

 

First: some definitions.  

A statement of fact expresses only what actually happened, or what could be proven by 

objective data. 

 

A statement of opinion expresses an attitude toward something – it makes a judgment, 

view, or conclusion, or gives an opinion that cannot be proven true or false. 

 

 

Study the following groups of statements. In each case, identify the underlined 

portion as fact or opinion. 

1. More and more women are deciding to give birth to their children at home. A 

hospital, after all, is not the best place for a baby to be born. 

 

Fact or opinion?    1.  

 

2. More and more women are deciding to give birth to their children at home. A 

hospital, after all, is not the best place for a baby to be born. 

 

Fact or opinion?    2.  
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3. B. J. Vukovich, author of Claws, the best-written novel of the disaster genre, 

will speak at tonight’s “How I Became An Author” meeting. 

Fact or opinion?    3.  

 

4. Philip Luttgen, satirical columnist for the Daily Views, will give a rebuttal 

entitled “What Is An Author?” 

 

Fact or opinion?    4.  

 

5. The national coal strike, now into its seventh week, has caused untold hardships 

on the miners, their families, and the rest of the winter-weary nation. 

 

Fact or opinion?    5.  

 

6. Janet Guthrie, world famous auto racer, was the least nervous driver at the Indy 

500. 

 

Fact or opinion?    6.  

 

7. Once the cavity reaches the dentin (the hard, dense, bone-like material that 

composes the principal mass of the tooth), it must be cleaned and filled. Some 

researchers, however, are beginning to question whether periodic cleaning and 

checking of the enamel (the calcareous substance that forms a thin layer 

capping the teeth) plays a significant role in preventing tooth decay. 

 

Fact or opinion?    7.  

 
Taken from http://www.worsleyschool.net/socialarts/factopinion/factopinion.html 

 
 
FACT AND OPINION  
Read the information about Fact and Opinion in “Cybersurfer” and answer the 
questions. (Differentiating) 
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WRITING AN E- MAIL 
Write an e-mail to your teacher telling him that you are sending the writing and research 
projects as attachments. (Divergent thinking) 
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GRAPHIC SUMMARY 
Design a mind map with all the topics that were covered in the guide. (Divergent 
thinking) 
 
CONCEPTS  

 Fact and Opinion 

 Expository non-fiction 
 
RESEARCH  

PROJECT 
FUNDACION GIMNASIO LOS PORTALES 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
LITERATURE 

2010 -2011 
 
Name: __________________________Grade:_____   Date: ________________ 
      

-Surfing the Net- 
Mini-Scale Project – Part I 

Due on / due by: ___________ 
DIRECTIONS 

Conduct a poll of your classmates to find out how many times a week they use the 
internet. Then interpret students´ answers and report their findings. 

 
GUIDELINES 

1. Design a class survey about the use of The Internet. 
2. Tabulate the answers to the questions. 
3. Present your findings to the class. 

 
CHECKLIST 

Tasks Due date Student`s 
signature 

Teachers` 
initials 

1. Search about The internet Friday, April 30   

2. Discuss and present your findings 
in class. 

Friday, May 21    

 

FINAL EVALUATION 
Answer the following questions based on the selections that were read in class. 
(Analyzing and synthesizing) 
 

 
MY SIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN 

_____1. Who is the narrator in “My side of the Mountain”? 

a. a boy from New York city 

b. a hunter 
c. a farmer  

d. Miss Turner, the local librarian. 
_____2. Why does Sam watch the birds closely? 

a. he is hungry, and he watches them to learn what is and not edible. 
b. he loves birds and wanted to contemplated them. 
c. he thinks that birds can guide him to a plce to get food. 
d. he watches them in order to know how to catch worms. 
GIRLS THINK OF EVERYTHING 

_____3. All the inventions mentioned in “Girls Think of Everything” have the following in  
common except that they… 

a. were invented by men 

b. fill a need people have 

c. make life easier 
d. were invented by women. 
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_____4.What was the first thing that both Mary Anderson and Margaret E. Knight did 
when they thought of their inventions? 

a. they got married and discussed with their husband their new ideas. 
b. they both made drawings or sketches of their ideas. 
c. they both planned to get the patent. 
d. they did them as homework in literature class and share their ideas with the teacher. 
STONE AGE NEWS 

_____5. It is an opinion that the reporter states in the article “Ice Creeps Closer” 

a-I can`t help thinking that if this terrible weather continues. 
b. When at last I found a group. 
c. the large icecaps that stretch out from the North and South. 
d. No one can remember a time when it wasn`t  just a barren and icy wasteland. 
_____6. What is the “Ice Creeps closer” article about? 

a. It is about how to preserve your life in inclement weather conditions. 
b. It is about how people lived in the stone age news. 
c, It is about how stone people changed from collecting crops to farming. 
d. It is about how sheets of ice are spreading from the north and south poles,  
forcing people to move to warmer places. 
SEVENTH GRADE 

_____ 7. What kind of face was Michael making? Why was he doing this? 

a. Michael was that face in manifestation of disgust. 
b. Michael was unhappy with his peers. 
c. Michael was scowling; he was trying to imitate the models in a fashion magazine. 
d. Michael was making that face because he did not believe what Victor said about his last  
Summer. 
_____ 8. When Victor raises his hand, the reader gets a clue about the kind of person Victor 
is. What is one conclusion you can draw from this clue? 

a. He wants to impress somebody in the classroom. 
b. he is concerned about what Teresa could think of him. 
c. Victor acts before he thinks. 
d. he makes his own embarrassing situation. 
CYBERSURFER 
_____9. Say “Good bye snail-mail, hello e-mail.” In this selection, e-mail means ______. 
a.easy mail 
b.early mail 
c.everyday mail 
d.electronic mail 
_____10-According to the selection, how long does it usually take an e-mail message t 
to reach its destination? 
a.a few minutes 
b.a few seconds 
c.several hours 
d.one or two days 
 

LITERARY ELEMENTS 

_____11. Why is “The Best School Year Ever” a realistic fiction story? 
a. It has real and not real characters 

b. It can happen in the future 

c. It has real people with real problems in a real world 

d. Miss Kemp is the best teacher in realistic fiction 

_____12. The plot is the conflict and the resolution, it might be inferred that “Trapped 
by the Ice” selection is mainly about _____. 
a. the terrible ordeal Sir Shackleton and his men survived 

b. the sinking of the Endurance at the South Pole 

c. men exploring and discovering the South Pole  
d. camping out on Elephant Island 

_____13. Paraphrase can be defined as __________. 
a. to extract the main ideas and details by using the readers words 

b. to take the specific ideas by using the author’s words 

c. to make a summary by taking into account our words 

d. none above 
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_____14. Authors use Figurative Language to __________. 
a. let the reader know that all words have figures 

b. allow the reader and his-her family to be literate 

c. make readers enjoy the reading by a literal structure 

d. recreate the readers and use symbolic language to understand the reading 
 
 
FACT VERSUS OPINION 
 

1. President Clinton is the youngest president the United States has ever had. 
 
Your answer: 

Fact 

Opinion 
 

 
2. President Clinton is the most handsome president the United States has 

ever had. 
 
Your answer: 

Fact 

Opinion 
 

 
3. Maui is the second largest Hawaiian Island. 

 
Your answer: 

Opinion 

Fact 
 

 
4. Maui has the most beautiful beaches in the world. 

 
Your answer: 

Fact 

Opinion 
 

 
5. There are three countries in North America. 

 
Your answer: 

Opinion 

Fact 
 

 
6. Kamalii Elementary is the best school on Maui. 

 
Your answer: 

Fact 

Opinion 
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WRITING SECTION 
Write an essay about technology, inventions or school life.(Divergent thinking) 
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